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One-day National Webinar

On

Academic writing and Research Methodology

Department of English conducted a one-day national webinar on “Academic
Writing and Research Methodology” on 05 June 2020. The inaugural part of the
formal session was started by the inaugural words of Ms. M. Praveena, Head,

Department of English.
Objectives

% To sensitise students on Academic writing
R/

%+ To make students learn and appreciate the importance of research

methodology

With the permission of the chairperson, Sri Krishna Murthy, Principal, she exhorted
on the importance of Academic writing and Research Methodology. The
chairperson gave inaugural speech on the topic research. With the permission of
the chair, she invited Dr. Sajauddin Chappanban, to start his session. She requested
Sri. Shareef Miya to introduce the profile of the guest speaker. Dr. Sajauddin
Chapparban thanked the hosts for the opportunity bestowed on him.
Topics dealt by the resource persons are

% Academic writing for beginners

% Nuances of Academic writing’

% Application of Writing Skills for Film Studies’



Smt. M. Praveena, HoD introducing about the main topic of
the national webinar

Dr. Sajaudeen Chappar ban
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WHAT IS ACADEMIC WRITING

“Academic writing & the Jand of writing used in high schocl and college classes.
Acsdemic writing is different from creative writing. which is the kind of wising you
do when you write stories. It is alse difforent from porsonal writlng, which is the kind
of writing you do when you write letters or o.mails 1o your friends and family.
Creative writing and personal writlng are informal, 3o you may use slang,
abbreviationa, and incompleto sentences, However, scademic wilting (s formal, 99
you should not wse slang or contyactions. Also, you should take came to write
compiete santences and 15 organize them in & cartkin way "

- Adlce Oghima &Rmn Hogue nuroduction fo Academic Wriling

Acocerny Wriling/research writeg/scholtny wiing
ar Nonhction systemohc and siruoturad witting

Writing by Researchern/R Sfudents - Ressarching -
produces Acadenve wiling

What is

Academic
Writing ¢

Stuciore Introductian [10-15% Main Contanl! {70%
80%] Conehaion (10-15%],




Comoran Typas of Acsdeme Wnkng
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WHAT IS RESEARCH
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WHY DOWE DO RESEARCH ?

= Derre to pet & resmarch degree'promotion | reputation

+ Desirn 1o fare the challenge In <olying the umsohved problems (&, concern over practical probless iNttates recsarth:
« Desine 10 gt imediecneal joy of doleg wome creative work,

= Desire to be of service 1o sccety DECIPUNEHUMANITY OR to wrvell orunh Seek truth ets

= Desie to get respecualifng

< mn exhmntve st of Brtors motvanng peophe to undertake research sturdier

* Mary more factons swch @ vl of governmnent. enployment Coaditions, curcsity about new things, disine to
tneerstand Cansal eelatioonteps. social tinbing and awakenng and the Ve may o8 well motivate (or at Bimes compel
pocph Lo perfoem research opscations

« WORST Desire: 1o Time pass! utitze uriversity spaces by joining R PROGRAMME

§ 2020-06-05 10:19:MN

.T:'— Ay # 0 TWya 1 »

Types of Research

L. the quantitative vs Qualittaive

quantitative focuses On measuriag content that is quantitalive in nature

the qualitative - focusad on ewluating & phenamenon usng non-meaturable criteria
2 Conceptup! ve. Empinical

Conceptusl research is that related to some sbatract iea(s) or theory. it o generally used by philosaphers and
thnkess to develop new concepts of to reimtsrpret sxisting anss

Empirical research relies on experience or cliservation slone, often without due regard foe system and theary it is
deta-based research, coming up with conclusions which are capable of being werilied by observation or experiment
Wit can 5o il It a5 experimantal type Of résearch), |0 such @ researd It IS necessary 1o get ot facts fiesthand, at
their source, and actively to go about daing certain things to stimulate the production of desired information. In
such 2 tescarch, the researcher must first provide himself with a working hypothesis or guess as to the probable
results. He then works to get enough facts (data) to grove or disarowve his hypathesis He then sets up experimental
designe which he thinks will manipulate the porsons or the materials concerned so as to bring forth the dasicad
IMormacion, Such research i thus characterised by the exparimenters control over the variablas under study and
hes delberate manipudation of one of them to study its offects. Empirical research is apprognate when proof is
wought that certain vanables afiect other vanables in some way. Evidenor gothered through experiments or
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* Research methods may be understood as all those methods/technigues that are used for conduction of

research.

+ when we tolk of research methodology we not only tatk of the research methods but alsa consider the logic
behind the methods we use in the context of cur reseorch study ond explain why we ore using o particulor
method or technique and why we are not using others so that research resuits are copobie of being
evaluated either by the researcher himself or by others. |
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R. DESIGN
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STRUCTURE OF SYNOPSIS / PROPOSAL
Title (Cover page : Your name, email. uni §ic)
Introdluction
Review of Literature — what -how fo write
Research Gap
Research Questions
Research aim/objectives
Hypaothesis
R. methods/ology
Data

Chapledzation (Tentative)
Findings

Limitations /Challenges — your plan

Time and Budget
Conclusion

Bibliography /References /Work Cited
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McCaulev, S M, & Chrstiansen, M. H. (2019) Language learmuing as language use: Across
Engusne
model of child language development Pochological Review | 26(1)
|

hoaps do o101 D3 (ev00001 26

Parenthetical cratwon (MoCaulev & Chosstiansen, 2018



search for knowledpe

e

sarch

)

persuic of oruth

.
)

through ob
X

ekl sty

sceotific investigatian/exploring

} imnen o U
| ' <
S f1
| v h
sy
' 0 'Vt
n . !
| " 8 1

ctive and syytematic method n

2020-0€-C5 1




Academic Writing

What is research?

“Research is a systematic inquiry to describe, explain,
predict, and control the observed phenomenon.
Research involves inductive and deductive methods.”
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Criteria for good research

Purpose clearly defined

Research process detailed

Research design thoroughly planned
Limitations and assumptions clearly highlighted
Sufficient data to investigate the research topic
High ethical standards applied

Findings and conclusion justified by data
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Types of research

Primary: collects data directly, rather than depending on data
collected from previously done research.

Secondary: involves using already existing data: Existing data is
summarized and collated to increase the overall effectiveness of
research, e
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Primary: collects data directly, rather than depending on data
collected from previously done research,

Secondary: involves using already existing daca."[fﬁdsting data is
summarized and collated to increase the overall effectiveness of

research. :




Research design

Three main types of research design:
- Data collection
- Measurement

- Analysis.

Purpose of writing

Purpose Definttion Examples
SrIEAMINTS, PO
Peraxade o author warss you o do, owy, ?::.::c"\*“ ‘imc
S or bakowe womeite'g e = o
IpEeCin
Dok, Mon-Foton
Inform TR GUThor wants 10 ghe you Loacka eapodony ey,
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Expdon how 1o do something o how PR, PUOCaATT, Pow-t0,
SOMEN G warks recpes
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Audience/Reader

R FX NI T S—
Purpose Audience
The reason or goal The specific people
that you have for that you are writing
writing about your for
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Quantitative research design

Determines the relationship between one thing [an
independent variable] and another [a dependent or
outcome variable] within a population.They are _
either descriptive [subjects usually measured once]
or experimental [subjects measured befere and after a
treatment]. Statistical conclusions are essential.

Organisation-Cohesion and Coherence

Coherence means the connection of iceas atf the
idea level. Basically, coherence refers to the
“rhetorical” aspects of your writing, whichinclude
developing and supporling your argument {(e.q.

thesis statement development). synthesizing and
integrcting readings, organizing and clarifying
ideas.

Cohesion means the connectionof ideas at the
sentence level The cohesion of writing focuses on
the "grammatical” aspects of writing.

Quantitative research design

Determines the relationship between one thing [an

independent variable] and another [a dependent or
outcome variable] within a population. They are

either descriptive [subjects usually measured once]

or experimental [subjects measured before and after a
treatment]. Statistical conclusions are essential.




Example-|

Coherence vs. Coheaesion

= W wodl werite o pacagraply, it shoold be both cohosive and
cofuerent, B parageopk i cofiesive iF Lhe parts it aos Gokecd
Logartiiar, & paragraph i cobuerent oF 1L ek e,

Compars the tfollowing semtances

= lLam adoctor A& doctor works Imoa hospieal 1§ e 8 places whers oo
cure sick people, FaticnTs got medication foomn o phanmacy, (This
Foragraply makcs vo sonsc although it socns ke the words i ic
Ffier o The sanie Things. 5o, i1 15 cohesive, Dot ool Coherent.)

= e oa doctorn | wwerk i e bospitel nourky, Thos bospitel e roosdes
e weith pocodd Facilitiex, Our mosin geeal 5 1o ssrve sed cars for sick
pEopla. At timex patents need love and care mors than meadication.
[(Thin parsgrapb = Eoth cobesies and cnbeseeee).

Statement of the problem

Is a claim that outlines the problem addressed by a
study and briefly addresses the question:What is
the problem that the research will address!?

Example-2

Foxarmpde | @ nlerwenl s Tihe ool fmepeericsnd purers a0 eein
Argav ix pha vheriy srorrarmens, Fire thesis srapema ir ingms-
duces phe grommerny af the eceory. I olze elps o creme
e AP IE R Jar iR faan BRI, Rl AR et o i vE
Facpeirs vl e dRaewds Sdendernered sokelle sweraling o easery.

LExample 2 4 Loacally Incoherentbs /5 afsa dades e ore

Gl & SPTiCTarE e plfpe essane. Pl rhaesis snersemerns i

Firrefae 8 Mt el ekt T o0 IR et ae e TR dvlead T DR ERT R
facers el cins ey dx Dl dhexiy wieal el

Exonmygrle 2 { IopEcenblly Incolereiiths T beeasd Jeriprad
FOMEF FEOFT S fiF SRS TE fNee Bl sERfcaeay.  ETRayy
covkrt feer werdilecse eert weeriveaas Jepprdecy Fevrens afcdriicaiees sasacle wax
Fraliiaeey, =mpwaeis, cpereny cofoies ede F fike dea viervide eedwoind
I rvokeend frameoepd ver §8 ox dFeps rewvand proaprrales e fenaaer spraart pafervecd
i iaperna ot foevel,




Research tools

Surveys

Questionnaire
One-to-one interviews
Focus groups

Polls

Observation

Example-2

Example 1 (Coherent): Tie most important part of an
essay is the thesis statement. The thesis statement intro-
duces the argument of the essay. It also helps ro create
a structure for the essav. Therefore, one shouwld alwavs
begin wirh a rthesis statement while writing an essay.

Example 2 (Locally Incoherent): It also helps to cre-
ale a striecture for the essav. The thesis statement in-
troduces the argument of the essay. The most importarnt
part of an essay is the thesis statement.

Example 3 (Topically Incoherent): 7The most impor-
rani part of an essav is the thesis statement. Essays
can be written on various topics from domains such as
politics, sports, current affairs etc. I like to write abour
Cricket because it is the most popular team sport plaved
at international level.



Data collection and interpretation

The procedure of collecting, measuring and analysing
accurate insights for research using standard validated
techniques.

Interpretation is the process of making sense of
numerical data that has been collected, analysed, and
presented.




Example-3

Coherence in Paragraphs

Poor coherence

The industry has many
advantages. It can draw on a
great deal of research. It can also
export products to key trading
partners. it has significant growth
potential in the medium to long
term. Workers within this industry
need training. it is important to
keep staff up-to-date with
software used in this industry.

Strong coherence

The industry has many advantages.
it can draw on a great deal of
research, particularly in terms of
strategies used for entering new
markets. While there is significant
growth potential in the medium to
long term, it is clear that workers
within this sector need training.
Therefore, it is important to keep
staff up-to-date with software used

in this industry.
Example-4

Which one is the coherent paragraph?

Pacagraph C Paragraph D

= Club Paim Resort’s isolation *  Chuby Palm Resort's isalation
created dissatisfaction among created dissatisfaction among
some vacationers, Many people some vacationers, The quality of
expect to be able to go out for a the food was poor. People want
meal if they feel like (it, but the cholce of entertainment in the
club's location far from populated evening. Most of us spent too
areas made that impossible. To much time together o after day.
make matters worse, thoe quality Poople expect 1o be able to
of the food was poor. The isolated out for a moal If they feel like it
lacation alkho farced people 1o
spend all their time togethec-day
after day, By evening """X.
everyone was ready for a cholce
of food, entertalnment, and
company.
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Example

Yrocuchton —— ——
omputers have completely changed our lives JF irst, transportation,
ater, electricity an 01 ENINZS taat make for convenience have

vatly been improved by computers. Second, the business model has
hanged from the physical store to an online platform for
ansaction. Third, Medical care has greatly been improved thanks to
inception of computers in the health sectors. Eventually,
wiers come into every family and effectively influence our usual
[These were some of the important effects of compures
v on our lives, and the affects are continuing,

Example

Student Y¥riter A
Long ago, when
history,

there

was no wraen

Here lived
innumerable creatures predestined from the
creaton of the world 1o lay up 2 store of wealth
for the Briush farmer, and a store of quite
another sort for an immaculate Republican
government

Source:
"In ages which have no record

whaose names are not 5o common; the
marine residence, In fact, of innumerable
creatures predestined from the creation of the
world to lay up = store of wealth for the Britsh

farmer, and a store of quite another sort for an
immaculate Republican government.”



Plagiarism in everyday writing

A student is expected to write a book report about a book that his teacher has
assigned. The student doesn't want to read the book and is bored with the
subject. He visits websites that provide reviews and book reports and he copies
from each of the different book reports to create one report of his own.

A student is expected to write a research paper on a topic in his history class
The student had a friend who took a similar class five years ago. The student asks
his older friend for a copy of his paper and then takes the paper and passes it off
as his own, turning it in to the teacher with his name on it

A student takes a large block of text from a book and quotes it in his paper
word-for-word. The student puts a footnote into the paper indicating where the
text came from; but, the student does not give any indication in the text that he
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