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CHENNAI: Ten coins including a
Sangam age Chera coin data-
le to cirea second century
BCE, eight Chola period coins
and a Vijayan agara period coin
been found in g trench
excavated by Tamil Universi-
ty, Thanjavur, at Senthalaipat-
tanam, Thanjavur distriet,
Ofthe eight Chola coins, one
belongs to the emperor Raja
Raja Chola (regna] years 985
CE to 1014 CE) and another to
his son, Rajendra Chola (reg-
nal years 1012 CE to 1044 CE).
The other coins are being
cleaned. The miniscule Vijaya-

‘nagara silver coin was issued

by emperor Krishnadevaraya,

Three trenches — two at
Senthalaipattanam and one at
the nearby Mandripattanam —
have yielded gold core, glass
beads, micro beads, potsherds
and a terracotta pipe for trans-
porting water. Both Senthalai-
pattanam and
Mandripattanam are coastal
villages. The trenches are five

- metres by five metres and half
- a metre deep, The excavation

is being done by the Depart-
ment of Maritime History and
Marine Archacology of Tamil
University. The Director of
Excavation is 8§, Rajavelu,
Dean, Faculty of Manuscrip-

Rare _C-]iér'a, Cholacoms found

L
=

Ancient coins found during excavations at
Senthalaipattanam village in Thanjavur district.

tology.

What led them to choose
this site for excavation was
that when the shore was dug
up on this stfetch about 15
years ago lo set up prawn
farms, several Sangam age, Ro-
man and late Chola period
coins were found,

Coin of Raja Raja Chola

The .  Senthalaipattanam
trench yielded the Chera lead
coin of second century BCE, It
has the image of 1 bow on the

reverse side and the obverse
probably has a carving of an
elephant, “This kind of Chera
coin is generally found [on the
surface] in the Karur region in
Tamil Nadu. This is the f_irst
time that we have found it ina
trench in an excavation on the
eastern coast,” said Dr. F.;!j:wu-
lu. Of the eight copper coins of
the Chola period, one was is-
sued by Raja Roja Chola, 1t has
the image, on the obverse, of a
man standing and holding o
flower, The reverse shows o
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26 YEARS SINCE FIRST ATOMIC BOMBING

ON AUGUST 6,1945, 'Little Boy', the first atomic bomb to be deployed in warfare was
dropped on the Japanese city of Hiroshima by the U.S,, killing tens of thousands of civilians.
Three days later, 'Fat Man, a second atomic bomb, was dropped on Nagasaki. The Second
World War ended six days later. A look, by the numbers, at that day 70 years ago‘

350,000 1.2

© Population of Hiroshima | million
before the bombing, of | © Population [E88
which 40,000 were ; of Hiroshima =
m:lﬂ;au‘;ur pemunnel ' today

@140,000

© Estimated deaih toll, including those
who died from radiation-related injuries
and illness through Dec. 31, 1945

3L500 8,900

Heightin % Approximate weight of
feet (9600 ©  the "Little Boy" bomb in
"EMEELI, o ¢ Pounds (about 4 tonnes)
theB-29 |
EnclaGay

dropped after the 815 am, blast that a after the bombing during which
Eh;fﬁb “black rain’” of highly radioactive § 3 6 most of the victims with severe

MINS particles started falling | WEEKS' | radiation symptoms died

“ege Height infeet (600 metres) at QO% 10 million
T T e ¢ which the bomb exploded 43 of Hiroshima | Folded paper ("origami”)

seconds after it was dropped was . cranes that decorate the

destroyed | Children's Peace Monument

' (“. & The estimated " in Hiroshima each year

temperature in Celsius

(5400-7200 Fahrenheit) L600

at ground zero seconds Radius in feet (500 metres) from
after the detonation ground zero in which the entire

~_ —+ | population died that day 2
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~FCEENBY" M W Further proofof |
" this Is the presence of a large well, a central
marketplace and several granariesinthecity.
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' AEE?!:IT“SﬁﬂD years ago, a group of nomads, travelling
~-" rem Sumen 3, entered North Western India, and settled

: The civilization's anchor lay in
the beautlful twin cities of Mohenjo-Daro and
Harappa. These cities were made of bricks-either
baked mud or wood bricks, and :.-1n'l.:-mnnylyr every
brick were of the same size.

The Great Bath, the great puﬁlic bath house, was
t near the granary. The beautiful bath area had a
layer of natural tar, preventing water from

< e Heuseswere well protected

from noise, edeur and thieves. Each house opened
- out onto inner courtyards and smaller lanes, so it
 was safe. Although some houses were larger than
i the others, the city. seemed to promote an equal'.
g | sudety. forall heuses had the same kin-::l ef aecess te
- waterand drainage,
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Mégalithic burial site unearthed

Spread on 20 acres, find dates back to 1,000 B.C.-200 A.D.

I, Avadhani

PULLUR (TELANGANA): A tiny
village located al Siddipet
mandal in Medak district has
become the cynosure of all
eyes after 30 megalithic
burials, believed (o be dated
between 1,000 B.C. and 200
AD. were unearthed here,
These are spread across 20
acres belonging to Pradeep
- Rao, alandlord of the village.

Menhir

The burials have huge
boulders arranged around
them and at least one of
these has a Menhir (a tall,
huge standing stone) near it.
The officials of the State Ar-
chaeology department and
the Telangana government
believe that the sjte may
open new doors to the past.
It could give an insight into
the lifestyles of the Mega-

could throw light on the
period. - pHoTO: MOHD ARIF

lithic period. Archaeology
department  officials  had
found indicators — as ecarly
as in November 2013 — to the

POINTERS TO THE PAST: The remains Jound
at Stddipel mandal in Medak district

of Telangana
lifestyle of that

presence of ancient burials
on Mr. Rao’s plot. While they
wrote to the Central Adviso-
ry Board of Archaeology

(CABA) seeking permissiol
for excavation then, they go
the go-ahead only a few day
ago.

The officials have alread
found the biggest capstons
on the site. Also found were
an iron dagger, black potter
and a bowl, and a small shary
stone that was used to cul
skin, meat and other fooc
items. One sickle, some pot-
tery and a hunting tool were
found on Thursday, officials
said.

Archacologists have not
ascertained whether the
burials were in pits, cists or
dolmens, typical of that
period,

“In my entire service I
have never come across such
a megalithic site with Men-
hir. We are expecting sume-
thing big,” said
Bhanumurthy, a retired offi-
cer from the department.
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Quran dating back to Akbar’s

period recovered in Mysuru

Special Correspondent

MYSURU: A 410-year-old Qu-
ran, calligraphed during
Mughal ruler Akbar's period,
was recovered by Mysuru
district police.

'.I:.l. \-
Announcing this at a press P

conference here on Tuesday,

Superintendent of police SN
Mysuru district, Abhinay B A |

Khare, said the Quran, writ-

ten in black italic fonts on .

gold-coated pages, was
seized from a gang of 10 per-
sons, Who were trying to sell
it for Rs. 5 crore.

The police came across a
video on the antique Quran

that the gang was sharing”

with prospective buyers.

A team of policemen, pos-,

ing as prospective buyers,
approached five members of
the gang near the railway sta-

tion in Hosagrahara in My-

surt district's K.R. Nagar
taluk and nabbed them, The
remaining members were ar-
rested in Mysuru City,

Though investigation is
still on, Mr. Khare said the
accused had confessed to
have got the antique Quran
from “some persons” in Hyd-
erabad, promising to share
the proceeds of the sale with
them.

Noted historian and for-
mer  Vice-Chancellor of
Mangalore and Goa Univer-
sities Prof. B. Sheikh Ali, who
was present at the press con-
ference, described the callig-
raphy in the 604-page book,

EXQUISITE PIECE OF ART: The ancient gold-coated
Quran, recovered by police in Mysury, > -
— PHOTO: M.A. SRIRAM*

each separated by a butter
paper for better preserva-
tiony as a “piece of exquisite
art.”.,

.“The writing in the Quran

is legible,” he said, adding

that he had seen many an-
tique copies of Quran in In-

. dia, but had not seen one as

old as this one,

“It was written in 1050 of
the Hijri calendar, which
works out.to 1605 AD, This
was around the period when
Mughal rule was at its peak
in India and the time when
Akbar was succeeded by Je-
hangir,” he said,

“Though there is no other
information on the last page
other than the year in which
it is written, there is a sen-
tence that says that it is dedi-
cated to the saints of that

period,” Prof. Sheikh Ali said,
Religious sensitivity
~ The Mysuru district po-
lice’s sensitivity to religious
feelings was on display at a
press conference to an-
nounce the recovery of the
antique Quran, The holy
book was carried into the
conference hall, covered in a
cloth, by a police official,
sporting a skull cap. The Qu-
ran was carefully kept on a
carved wooden stand, known
as rihal. Mr. Khare removed
his footwear while holding
the Quran to pose for a pho-
tograph. He also cautioned
the lensmen and reporters
milling around the holy book
against touching it and soil-
ing the butter paper that sep-
arated each of the 604 pages,
g
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