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ABSTRACT

Soil analysis has proved to be very useful in both agriculture and
horticulture. In the forest, however, soil analysis has seldom proved to be 'of
Consistent valye, I Partthis is because the perennial roots of the trees, togethgr with
their "ycorrhizae, seem able to access forms of nutrient elements not accessible to
shortlived arable plantso the chemical soil extractants developed for agriculture may
notbeappropriate, Perhaps more significant, however, is that over time tree roots can
€xploit all the rooting volume available to them. This volume can be very variable
than the quantities of available nutrients per unit volume (in agriculture and
horticulture rooting is essentially consigned to the uniform depth ofthe plqw layer).
Atall events, soil analysis in forestry has only proved most useful over lunlteq areas
whererooting volume is not a variable, such as glacial outwash plains, volcanic ash,
Or extensive areas ofloss.
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