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BJRGDC'’s Spoorthi is a mirror of our college life. It reflects the literary, educational and
sports activities going on in the college. The young writers get an excellent opportunity
to display their talent. Essays, short stories, poems, informative articles are written by
students and are published in this magazine. Students and staff achievements have
also been presented in this e-magazine which will be a motivational factor for everyone
to achieve the standard of excellence.

In order to bring out our students’ unfiltered talent, the Editorial Board has focussed
more on encouraging the creative side of our students and less on editing the content.
Hope the readers appreciate Spoorthi and the Editorial Board thanks its team, faculty
and students for their support.

Note: All articles will be screened by the editorial board, and may be subject to alterations, etc as deemed
by them. Right to publish any contribution is reserved, and the decision of the Editorial Board will be final.



Principal’s Message

It gives me immense pleasure to present the 2019-2020 issue of
‘Spoorthi’, our college’s e-magazine. The e-magazine brings out the annual
official student-staff articles of Babu Jagjivan Ram Government Degree College,
Narayanaguda, Hyderabad. | appreciate and applaud the college staff that has
relentlessly worked together in bringing out this meaningful e-magazine, besides
providing a comprehensive report on various activities of the college.

While continuing to provide the best education possible, BJR GDC is a
platform for nurturing creativity and inspiring innovation. We strive towards
transforming our students into rational thinkers, competent workers, law-abiding
citizens and spiritually enlightened individuals. BJR GDC provides our students
with a carefully planned mix of curricular and co-curricular activities such as
seminars, workshops, cultural events, sports, literary events in bringing out their
all round hidden talents. | believe this magazine inspires our students to not just
excel in studies, but also in every single endeavour that they choose to do.

| congratulate the staff and all the students who used various mediums of
expression to present their ideas, and wish this tradition will be carried through
by the following generations of students to come.

Dr. P. Bala Bhaskar

Chief Editor & Principal,
BJR Govt Degree College
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Editorial

The college magazine is a platform for self expression as well as, a journal that records
the achievements of the college.

The volume provides a valuable outlet for the creative energies of our students in more
than one language. Their creative ideas are best expressed in written form as Francis
Bacon, the essayist firmly believed that - “Reading maketh a full man; conference a
ready man and writing an exact man.”

Likewise, the colored photographs highlight the cultural and other activities like NSS
and sports events which contribute to the all round development of students.

Another special feature of the magazine is a write up, informing the reader that our
college has gone for NAAC, an inevitable exercise, which asserts our commitment to
further improve the quality of education being imparted.

Our strength lies in the fact that we represent all the shades in the college, with a
promise of bringing out a more inspired and much improved volume the coming year.

Dr. T. Rajashekhar
Department of English
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Article on Online Education

K.Arun Naik
B.A. HEE.PA
2nd Year

One of the most used terms after the pandemic is ‘the new normal’. The new normal in education is
the increased use of online learning tools. The covid-19 pandemic has triggered new ways of
learning. all around the world, educational institutions are looking towards online learning platforms to
continue with the process of educating students. The new normal now is a transformed concept of
education with online learning at the core of this transformation. Today, Digital learning has emerged
as a necessary resource for students and schools all over the world. For many educational
institutions, this is an entirely new way of education that they have to adopt. Online learning is now
applicable not just to the academics but it also extends to extra curricular activities as well. In recent
times, the demand for online learning has risen significantly and this trend will further continue. As
with most teaching methods, online learning has its own set of positives and negatives. Decoding and
understanding these will help institutes in creating strategies for more efficient learning.

Advantages of online learning:

1. Efficiency:

Online learning offers teachers and efficient way to deliver lessons to students. It has a number of
tools such as PDFs, podcasts and teachers can use all these tools as a part of their lessons. By
extending the lesson plan beyond traditional textbooks include online resources, teachers are able to
become more efficient educators.

2. Accessibility of time and pace:

Another advantage of online education is that it allows students to attend classes from any location of
their choice. It also allows schools to reach out to a more extensive network of students, instead of
being restricted by geographical boundaries. Additionally, online lectures can be recorded, archived
and shared for future references. This allows the students to access the learning material at a time of
their comfort.

3. Affordability:

Online learning reduces financial costs. The online education is far more affordable than compared to
classroom teaching. This is because online learning eliminates the cost points of students
transportation, males etc. Additionally all the study materials are available online thus creating a
paperless learning environment.

4. Suits a variety of learning styles:

Every student has different learning journey and a different learning style. Some students are visual
learners, while some students prefer to learn through the audio. Similarly some students thrive in class
and others, who are solo learners, get distracted by large groups. The online learning system with its
range of options and resources can be personalised in many ways. It is the best way to create a
perfect learning environment suited to the needs of each student.



Disadvantages of online learning:

1. Inability to focus:

For many students one of the biggest challenges of online learning is struggling with focusing on the
screen for longer periods of time. With online learning, there is also a greater chance for students to be
easily distracted by social media or other websites. Therefore it is imperative for their teachers keep
their online classes engaging, short and interactive to help students focus on the lesson.

2. Technology issues:

Another key challenge of online learning is the internet connectivity. While internet penetration has
grown in leaps and bounds over the past few years, in smaller cities and towns, a consistent internet
connection for both students or teachers is a challenge which can hamper the continuity of learning
process.

3. Sense of Isolation:

Students can learn a lot of things in the company of peers. However, in an online class there is
minimal physical interaction between students and teachers. This often results in sense of isolation for
students. In this situation, it is imperative that the school allows for other forms of communication
between the students, peers, teachers. This can include online messages, emails and video
conferencing that will allow for face-to-face interaction and reduce sense of isolation.

4. Teacher training:

Online learning requires teachers to have a basic understanding of how to use the digital forms of
learning. However, this is not the case always. Very often, teachers have a very basic understanding of
technology. Sometimes, they don't even have the necessary resources and tools to conduct online
classes. To combat this, it is important for schools to invest in training teachers with latest
technological updates so that they can conduct their online classes smoothly and seamlessly.

Online classes is a boon to us during the pandemic, but it has some pros and cons. Technological
advancement leads to betterment of life, but handling the same is one of the biggest and important
tasks.
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11 Habits of Successful Women

C. Nikitha
1070-17-402-011
B.com lll year

She makes time for herself

She challenges herself

She educates herself

She understands guilt, acknowledges it and moves on

She knows healthy doesn’t always mean going to gym

She is financially savvy

She smiles

She can step away from her job and have a life outside of the workplace
She sets goals for herself and methods for keeping a track of them

She celebrates win, both big and small

She helps others through selfless acts of kindness



Disputing Article 370 of the Constitution of India

O.Karthik
M. Dinesh
K. Koteshwar

History:

In October 1947, the then Maharaja of Kashmir, Raja Hari Singh, held meetings with Indian Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and signed an instrument of accession that specified three subjects (foreign
affairs, defence, communications) on which Jammu and Kashmir would transfer its power to the
government of India.

It is a turmoil, timeline dispute between India and Pakistan along with the passing time. It is a dispute
where thousands of Indians soldiers shed blood, martyred and millions suffered physically and billions
were affected. War between two nations was a routine treaty. Kashmir Valley, which had to be a tourist
spot, has become a tensed corridor equipped with arms and ammunition. This led to Indo-Pak and
Indo-China wars in 1965, 1971 and 1999. We lost a significant piece of land in Kashmir, Pakistan
occupied Kashmir. Since then, the borders are in the line of control with the first line of defence (BSF).

Article 370-special status to Jammu and Kashmir

Article 370 of the Indian Constitution gives special status to Jammu and Kashmir. Kashmir has been a
subject of dispute between India, Pakistan and China since 1949. Article 370 confers J&K the power to
have a separate Constitution, state flag and autonomy over internal administration. Article 370 along
with article 35(A) defined that J&K'’s residents will have separate rules, regulations and laws.

No applicability of Indian laws in J&K:

Due to the special powers exercised by J&K, the applicability of Indian laws are very meager in this
disputed state. The citizens here have dual citizenship - right to have citizenship in their own state and
in India. J&K is the only state incharge of making policies (framing, interpreting and implementing).
Article 370 (financial emergency) of India is not applicable to J&K state. There are no reservations for
minorities (SCs and STs) here. The citizens of India from other states cannot buy or sell land or
property in J&K. Right to Information (RTI) of india is not applicable.

Revoking Article 370:

On 5th Aug, 2019, President Ramnath Kovind issued a constitutional order superseding the 1954
order and making all the provisions of the indian constitution applicable to J&K based on the resolution
passed in both the houses of Indian Parliament with 2/3rd majority. Following the resolution on 6th
August declaring all the clauses of Article 370 except clause 1 to be in operative.

Change of Status: J&K:

The home minister of India, Amit Shah introduced the J&K Reorganization Bill, 2019 in the Rajya
Sabha to convert J&K status of a state to two separate union territories, namely Union Territory of J&K
and Union Territory of Ladakh. The reorganization was implemented on 31st October 2019. From now,
buying and selling of land and properties, trade , commerce, economy, and other such activities are
accessible.



Conclusion:
From now every citizen of Jammu and Kashmir has equal opportunities, access and status like other
citizens of India.

How do we define and measure Success?

G. Sumalatha
B.Sc 1st year
AN.B.Z

“The value of our life does not depend on the place we occupy. It depends on the way we occupy that
place.” - Thérése of Lisieux

Defining success may be the most important decision we make as God’s people. Measure it comes a
close second because what we measure communicates what we value. How leaders define and
measure success gives form and direction to all aspects of ministry. It shapes the culture that follows
and ultimately determines our future.

In the world of ministry today, we believe people define and measure success in one of the two ways.
While there may be variations to these scenarios, the guiding force for every congregation or
organization appears to reflect one of the two paths. As both demand full allegiance, we demonstrate
that these two options are mutually exclusive. Each demands total allegiance. The choice regarding
which path to take is ours to make.

“Be the person you want to be”

You have to be good. You have to go to school. You have to go to class, and you have to be the best in
your class. You have to have a girlfriend or a boyfriend. Better yet, a few. You have to be this, you
have to be that. You have to get your BA, and when you finish, you have to get a Master’s degree. You
can get another Master's degree. Oh, you have to get a PhD.

You're 25 already! You have to get married ASAP. You have to make kids. Two is better - a boy and a
girl. You have to own a house by now. You have to get a better job. You have to make more money.
You should be having a credit card. You should spend more. Who cares if you don’t have money. You
have to act like you have it. You have to pretend like you're happy even if you are not. All the time you
convince yourself by saying yes. You have to have a mid-life crisis in your 30s, and in your 40s.

Now you’re 50! You have to get a convertible car. You have to sign up for gum again. You have to lose
weight. You have to eat healthy. You have to take care of your body. You have to keep going out as if
there were no tomorrow. You have to be an example for your kids. You have to take your kids to
sports/ballet. You have to give them the best education. You have to get along with your boss, even if
you can’t stand them anymore.

YOU HAVE TO STOP!
You have to realize that you don’t have to be all that. Be the person you want to be.
Discover yourself.



A Fairy Song

P. Priyanka
B.Com (C.A) Il Year

Over hill, over dale,

Thorough bush, thorough briar,

Over park, over pale,

Thorough flood, thorough fire

| do wander everywhere.

Swifter than the moon's sphere;

And | serve the fairy queen,

To dew her orbs upon the green.

The cowslips tall her pensioners be;

In their gold coats spots you see;

Those be rubies, fairy favours,

In those freckles live their savours:

I must go seek some dew-drops here,

And hang a pearl in every cowslip's ear.
- William Shakespeare

Laugh at your failures, and share them with the world

A Reshma Madhuri
B.Sc - 1st Year, Microbiology

Once again, the phrase attributed to the comedian Carol Burnett has become popular: "Tragedy + time
= comedy ". Almost anything tragic is susceptible to becoming comedy. All failures, with time, can
transform into laughs. A chuckle helps fight the dark spell of the fall.

| heard this equation of time and tragedy last year from stand-up comic TigNotaro. In August 2012,
Notaro had a show in Los Angeles in which she introduced herself in the following manner: “Thank
you, good evening, thank you. | have cancer, thank you. | have cancer, really, thank you. "

It was true. Radically modifying the script that she had written for the show, the comic gave a summary
of the tragedies that had befallen that year in a period of less than four months. A bacterial infection
destroyed her intestines and sent her to the E.R. A week after leaving the hospital her mother died in a
domestic accident. Weeks later, her girlfriend left her. In the midst of grieving both losses, she was
diagnosed with cancer. "It is strange because in accordance with the tragedy + time = comedy
equation right now, | find myself stuck in tragedy. "

Transform one of your most painful memories into a story. But remember, you must write it in a comic
light. Transforming tragedy into comedy is the only way to protect yourself from it.



Article on Daily Routine
Pallavi,

B.Com, Final Year

| begin each day of my life with a ritual. | wake up at 5:30 AM, put on my workout clothes, my leg
warmers, my sweatshirts, and my hat. | walk outside my home, hail a taxi, and tell the driver to take
me to the gym. At Himayatnagar, where | work out for two hours the ritual is not stretching and weight
training. The ritual is the cab. The moment | tell the driver where to go | have completed the ritual.

It is a simple act, but doing it the same way each morning makes it a habit. It makes it repeatable,

easy to do. It reduces the chance that | would skip it or do it differently. It is one more in my arsenal of
routines, and one less thing to think about.

National Register of Citizens (NRC)
V. Dhanush
B.A 1st year
National register of citizens is a register which contains the names of all the citizens of India in Assam
which was prepared after the census was conducted in 1951.
Impact of illegal migration

Political consequences:

Assam movement: The failure of government to respond to the issue of illegal migration lead to the
agitation by the Assamese under the leadership of All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad.

lllegal voters: Most of the Bangladeshi immigrants have got their names enlisted in the voting list
illegally, thereby claiming themselves as citizens of the state.

Terrorism: it was alleged that among the illegal migrants there are also militants, who enter into Assam
to carry out terror activities.

Economic Consequences:

Displacing native workers: There was a fear among the natives that immigrants would take away their
jobs which were otherwise available to local people.

Resource crunch: immigration has increased pressure on part of the state government, as the
government has to increase the expenditure on socio-economic aspects and welfare schemes of the
immigrants.



Get a Bad Grade

P. Shiny
B.Sc 1st Year
Microbiology

If you failed a test because you were too busy checking Facebook without paying attention in class, we
are sorry to say: you deserve it.

But we assume that you are responsible human being hungry for knowledge. That is why we prefer to
imagine you with your head in your hands, your fingers pulling out your hair with a barely disguised
anguish, good gnawing pencil that looks like it has been chewed up by tranquilizer addicted believer in
withdrawal. And right before your eyes, the silent tormentor: a multiple-choice test with four possible
answers that are all painfully similar because the world is cruel and every time you fail and academic
wins a noble prize, because no one is more intelligent than they are.

In the end, you failed despite of your dedication and constant badgering of the class nerd to explain
everything that you didn't understand. And that is okay. It is okay to get a bad grade. If you get three, it
might be the time to change your study habits, buddy. We learn from our mistakes, and you can check
where you messed up, review your questions with your professor and try again. Next time you will
know that the right answer is C.

Be brave and live life to the fullest

A. Janardhan
BSc, BZC, 1st year

| am sure you have never heard this advice. But it is never bad to remind ourselves that in order to
balance the cosmos, there are both good and bad experiences. Every new project is a jump into the
abyss. The kind of jump that only crazy people, brave people, and occasionally stupid people take and
enjoy the risk of doing things that you have never experienced. How do you believe in taking certain
courses, doing activities, and enjoying the little things in life. Beating you are the one that needs to
decide where to direct your energy and desire to enrich your existence. This way, when death reaches
out and extends a hand, you go in place. Because life doesn't owe you anything.

My College

P. Gnana Deepu
BSc (BZC - Il year)
107018445080

My college is the place where | spend my day,

where | read and write,

where | find teachers and friends,

where | feel happy and joy,

where | am shown the right way,

and the place is my dear college Babu Jagjivan Ram Govt. Degree College



Motivation: The scientific guide on how to get and stay motivated

G.Shivaji
B.Com Il Year

Motivation is a powerful, yet tricky beast. Sometimes it is really easy to get motivated, and you find
yourself wrapped up in a whirlwind of excitement. Other times, it is nearly impossible to figure out how
to motivate yourself and you're trapped in a death spiral of procrastination.

This isn't going to be some rah-rah, pumped up motivational speech, but always remember the
following quotes in your life:

- “success is a journey, not a destination."
- "Your best teacher is your last mistake."
- "The secret of getting ahead is getting started.”
- "Work hard. Dream big. Never give up.”

Women Empowerment

Pushpa
B.Com Il Year

Women play an important role in society. They play the role of mother, wife, homemaker, cook,
teacher, friend, Nurse all at the same time while catering to every body’s needs. Women
empowerment is a topic that is the need of the hour. Women empowerment means accepting and
allowing people who are on the outside of the decision making process to do it. Empowerment is the
process that creates power in individual over their own lives, society and in their community. People
are empowered when they are able to access the opportunities available to them without limitations
and restrictions. Women empowerment has become a scientific topic of discussion in development
and finance.

Women empowerment is much needed because:

Gender inequality
Domestic Violence
Economic Independence
Decision Making

True meaning of women empowerment will be achieved only when gender inequality will be
eliminated. We need to give equal opportunities to women for equal pay, equal respect as equal to
men. We look forward to such a nation.

“I want evert girl to know that her voice can change the world”

“She believed she could so, she did!”



Child Labour

Mayera Fathima
B.Al Year

Article 2314 of Indian constitution prohibits the trafficking in human beings and forced labour. Article
2415G prohibits the employment of children in factories. It says that no child below the age of 14 years
shall be employed to work in any factory or mine or be engaged in any other hazardous employment.
Child labour refers to a crime where children are forced to work from a very early age. In this essay on
child labour | would like to mention a few factors that contribute to child labour. These are poverty,
illiteracy if parents, social and economic status. The development of India as a nation is being
hampered by child labour. Children are growing up illiterate because they have been working and not
attending school. A cycle of poverty is formed and the need for child labour is reborn after every
generation. India needs to address the situation by tackling the underlying causes of child labour
through governmental policies and the enforcement of these policies. Only then will India succeed in
the fight against child labour.

Great India
Ganesh Bethala

India is the greatest country. Did you know that we are living in this country that is home to
5000-year-old ancient civilisation, 325 languages spoken 1652 dialects, 18 official languages 29 29
states, seven union territories. 3,280,000 km? area. 7516 km coastline. 1.3 billion population. World's
largest democracy. Youngest nation in the world. Producing large number of doctors and engineers.
We won freedom through non-violence.

India is a country that is developing at a rapid pace with great and innovative youngsters leading the
technological advancement. Many multinational companies are coming up setting their bases in India.
India is also known for its different types of food and cultures. India is home to thousands of gods and
goddesses. We respect every religion. We do not discriminate based on caste, colour, creed, and sex.
| wish to see India believing in all of this because | love my country and I'm proud to be an Indian. Jai
Hind!



Indian Education System

V. Akash
B.Sc (MPCs) | Year
107019468245

Our Indian education system needs serious reforms and changes. India needs reforms from
elementary itself. The ideal choice of learning is memorising facts. Here, to judge the students, talent
has only one factor which is percentage or grade in board examination. It is because of this, students
are spoon fed education as they mug up and byheart even the basics leading to a drawback to our
education system.

There is no hands-on knowledge in our education system. Our education system mainly emphasises
on theoretical knowledge leaving no space for practicality. Some basic theoretical knowledge is
required, however, our education system focuses more on the theoretical knowledge.

The Indian education and social arrangements are very inflexible on kids and completely ignore their
feelings, thoughts, their ambitions. Kids are pressed to study from the age of three. Nonperformers are
treated as Dal students and face a lot of humiliation from parents and society.

As per UNESCO data, India has one of the lowest public expenditure rates on education per student,
especially compare to Asian countries like China with whom we are constantly competing in major
developing areas.

Education in most schools is one-dimensional, with an obsessive focus on marks. Added to this, is the
lack of availability of trained teachers at all levels. Quality teachers are missing the link in the Indian
education system. Although pockets of excellence exist, the quality of teaching, especially in
government schools, do not meet the standards.

With a literacy rate of 77%, India lags behind other BRICS nations, which have about 90% literacy.
Also, data from Ministry of human resource development shows that only half of all the students were
primary level make it to upper primary level and less than half get into 9-12. Only 58% of children
enrolled in class 3 to 5 could read a class one test. Less than half (47%) were able to do simply two
digit subtraction. India’s engineering programs pump out some 1.5 million graduates annually, but
many of these alumni cannot find quality jobs.

India is not a major international study destination, but the country is currently seeking to attract more
international students in order to internationalize and modernize its education system. Remebering the
great, Dr. Abdul Kalam’s words: “In decades time, India will need 300 to 500 million employable skilled
youth and there's a need to completely change the university education syllabus and secondary school
education syllabus”. Let’s hope to see India focus on Skill-based Education.



Municipal Governance in India

M. Krishna

Municipal governance in India dates back its existence to 1687. In the early past of 19th century,
almost all towns in India had experienced some form of municipal governance. In 1882, the then
Viceroy of India Lord Rippon, who is known as the father of local self government, passed a resolution
of local self government which led the democratic form of municipal governance in India.

According to the 1991 Census of India, there were 3255 urban local bodies in the country. These are
classified into four major categories. They are:

- Municipal Corporation (Nagar Nigam)

- Municipality (municipal council, municipal board, municipal committee) (nagar Parishad),
- Town Area Committee,

- Notified Area Committee.

As per the Constitution of India, 74th amendment act of 1992, the latter two categories of town are to
be designated as municipalities or Nagar Panchayats with elected bodies. Until the amendments in
state multiple legislations which were mostly made in 1994, municipal authorities were organised on
an ultra vires (beyond the authority) basis and the state governments were free to extend or control the
functional sphere through executive decisions without an amendment to the legislative provisions.
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New Educational Policy 2020
Dr.D.Muniswamy
Assistant Professor of Economics

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promoting lifelong learning
opportunities for all is one of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG- 2016-2030).
Investing in human development requires a heavy focus on education. While the Millennium
Development Goals (2001-2015) focused on increasing student enrolment, the SDGs placed
particular emphasis on improving the quality of education and learning outcomes. The shift
in the approach towards school education from input to outcome-based interventions has put
the education sector on a new pedestal. While SDG focuses on equity, inclusion and quality
of education, it also aims to build and upgrade education facilities that are sensitive to the
needs of children and persons with disabilities

Indian Approach: Our Country emphasis has moved towards improving the quality of
education and outcomes. The rapid techno - logical change also demands that the students
are equipped with transferable skills.

The interventions aimed at these goals are primarily in the following areas-

Free, equitable and quality primary and secondary education

Access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary education
Accessible, Affordable and Quality Higher Education

Skill Development and Economic Growth

Favourable educational facilities that are child, disabled, and gender-sensitive

akrowbd =

Challenges:

1. Various learning assessments point at the regional disparity in literacy and numeracy
skills among children in primary schools. Data also suggest that a sizable proportion
of children still need to meet the level of learning outcomes prescribed for their
respective class. Tackling these challenges requires a focus on curriculum
development, training of teachers, greater use of technology, and active community
participation.

2. Despite significant improvements in maternal and infant health owing to increased

awareness, challenges lie in ensuring cognitive stimulation for children in Early

Childhood Care and Education (ECCE). The National Policy on Education aims to

strengthen and expand Anganwadi system to include a robust educational

component which will be implemented by Ministries of Health & Family Welfare

(MoHFW), Women & Child Development (MWCD) and Human Resource

Development (MHRD) wherein MHRD will be responsible for developing the ECCE

curriculum and pedagogy.

Shortage of resources

Teacher vacancies

5. Lack of employable skills: Lack of employable skills in students of technical
education has been observed. Identification of skill gaps in different sectors and
offering courses for enhancing employability among them is required.

6. Credit rating agencies, reputed industry associations, media houses and professional
bodies should be encouraged to carry forward the process of rating of Indian

W



universities and institutions. A robust rating system will give rise to healthy
competition amongst universities and help improve their performance.

7. Accreditation of institutions: The Committee notes that accreditation of higher
educational institutions needs to be at core of the regulatory arrangement in higher
education. Further, quality assurance agencies should guarantee basic minimum
standards of technical education to meet the industry demand for quality manpower.
The National Board of Accreditation should act as a catalyst towards quality
enhancement and quality assurance of higher technical education.

In this connection, Government of India announced and approved New Educational Policy
The Government of India has approved the new National Education Policy (NEP), 2020
with an aim to introduce several changes in the Indian education system - from the school
to college level with the main Objective of “India a global knowledge superpower”.

1. The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) was renamed to the Ministry
of Education.

2. 2020 New educational policy is the third major policy and earlier policies were 1968
and 1986 since independence.

3. Universalization of education from preschool to secondary level with 100% Gross
Enrolment Ratio (GER) in school education by 2030 (According to SDG)

4. The current 10+2 system to be replaced by a new 5+3+3+4 curricular structure

Vocational Education to be started from Class 6 with Internships.

6. Teaching up to at least Grade 5 to be in mother tongue/regional language. No
language will be imposed on any student.

hd

Higher Education status in India:

1. The minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a 4-year integrated B.Ed.
degree by 2030

2. Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education to be raised to 50% by 2035 (Current
Gross Enrolment is 26.3% in Higher Education). Also, 3.5 crore seats to be added in
higher education.

3. Separate technology unit to be develop for digital educational resources

Public sector expenditure should be 6% in GDP

m Holistic Undergraduate education with a flexible curriculum can be of 3 or 4 years
with multiple exit options and appropriate certification within this periodA New
Education Policy aims to facilitate an inclusive, participatory and holistic approach,
which takes into consideration field experiences, empirical research, stakeholder
feedback, as well as lessons learned from best practices.

m It is a progressive shift towards a more scientific approach to education. The
prescribed structure will help to cater the ability of the child — stages of cognitive
development as well as social and physical awareness. If implemented in its true
vision, the new structure can bring India at par with the leading countries of the world.

B

Major Challenges in Higher Education

1. Less emphasis on the development of cognitive skills and learning outcomes.
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Limited access particularly in socio-economically disadvantaged areas, with few HEIs
that teach in local languages

Limited teacher and institutional autonomy

Lesser emphasis on research at most universities and colleges, and lack of
competitive peer reviewed research funding across disciplines.

Large affiliating universities resulting in low standards of undergraduate education
Lack of Infrastructure in higher educational institutions.

Faculty motivation in terms of teaching, research, and service in HEls remains far
lower than the desired level.

Government Approach should be:

1.

10.
1.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

All HEIs will be equipped with the basic infrastructure and facilities, including clean
drinking water, clean working toilets, blackboards, offices, teaching supplies, libraries,
labs, and pleasant classroom spaces and campuses.

Every classroom shall have access to the latest educational technology (e-class
room) that enables better learning experiences.

Teaching duties also will not be excessive, and student-teacher ratios not too high, so
that the activity of teaching remains pleasant and there is adequate time for
interaction with students, conducting research, and other activities.

Faculty will be given the freedom to design their own curricular and pedagogical
approaches within the approved framework, including textbook and reading material
selections, assignments, and assessments

Empowering the faculty to conduct innovative teaching, research, and service as they
see best will be a key motivator and enabler for them to do truly outstanding, creative
work.

Excellence will be further incentivized through appropriate rewards, promotions,
recognitions, and movement into institutional leadership.

Excellent faculty with high academic and service credentials as well as demonstrated
leadership and management skills will be identified early and trained through a ladder
of leadership positions.

Institutional leaders will aim to create a culture of excellence that will motivate and
incentivize outstanding and innovative teaching, research, institutional service, and
community outreach from faculty members and all HEI leaders.

Earmark suitable Government funds for the education of SEDG (Socially and
Economically Disadvantaged Groups)

Set clear targets for higher Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) for SEDGs.

Enhance gender balance in admissions to HEIs

Develop and support high-quality HEls that teach in local/Indian languages or
bilingually

Provide more financial assistance and scholarships to SEDGs in both public and
private HEls

Develop and support technology tools for better participation and learning outcomes.
Increase employability potential of higher education programmes.

Make curriculum more inclusive

Develop bridge courses for students that come from disadvantaged educational
backgrounds.



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Multiple mechanisms with checks and balances will combat and stop the
commercialization of higher education. This will be a key priority of the regulatory
system. All education institutions will be held to similar standards of audit and
disclosure as a ‘not for profit’ entity.

Preparation of professionals must involve an education in the ethic and importance of
public purpose, an education in the discipline, and an education for practice.

Use and integration of technology to improve multiple aspects of education will be
supported and adopted, provided these interventions are rigorously and transparently
evaluated in relevant contexts before they are scaled up.

The thrust of technological interventions will be for the purposes of improving
teaching learning and evaluation processes, supporting teacher preparation and
professional development, enhancing educational access, and streamlining
educational planning, management, and administration including processes related
to admissions, attendance, assessments, etc.

Online and Digital Education: Ensuring Equitable Use of Technology

Teachers require suitable training and development to be effective online educators.
It cannot be assumed that a good teacher in a traditional classroom will automatically
be a good teacher in an online classroom

There is a need to invest in creation of open, interoperable, evolvable, public digital
infrastructure in the education sector

Appropriate existing e-learning platforms such as SWAYAM, DIKSHA, will be
extended to provide teachers with a structured, user-friendly, rich set of assistive
tools for monitoring progress of learners

Teachers will undergo rigorous training in learner-centric pedagogy and on how to
become high-quality online content creators themselves using online teaching
platforms and tools.
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TOWARDS GOOD GOVERNANCE THROUGH e-GOVERNANCE

V. V. Mallika
M.A.,(Ph.D.,) UGC-NET.,
Assistant Professor , Dept of Public Administration ,
BJR Government Degree College Narayanaguda, Hyderabad.

ABSTRACT : =
For the success of democracy, Good Governance is 4 Tﬁ'e-GQvef alfe
an essential prerequisite. Good Governance is considered for il ’ é =
equity, inclusiveness and enhancement of quality of life of all P Nz
citizens. Further it also provides a framework of democratic £3
principles for just and honest business practices which leads
to the success of democracy. Since the dawn of times to the
present scenario, the need for good governance assumed
utmost significance for efficient and effective administration.
In recent years, the concept of governance has
become very popular in India. Governance primarily involves the interaction between the formal institutions
and those in civil society. It is universally accepted that Governance should be good’. The objective of Good
governance is to facilitate the development of people and society at large. It implies the presence of rule of
law, safe quarding the basi¢ human rights, participation, accountability ,openness and transparency.
E-Goverpance is a tool to achieve the avowed goals of Good Governance. E-Governance opens up
avenues for flow of information, provides greatest scope of direct participation , ensures transparency and
provides better service delivery. The paper also analyses various issues and challenges confronted in the
implementation of E-Governance with special emphasis on people, process and technology.

KEYWORDS : Good Governance, Democracy, e- Governance .

INTRODUCTION: :
“The state came into existence for life, but continues to exist for the sake of good life”

Aristotle
The concept of good governance is there since times immemorial and ensuring goodness in

governance and raising its level has always been considered the goal of the people and persistent demand
of the articulate sections in any society. Good Governance is a dynamic concept. It encompasses fast
changing political, social and economic milieu along with the international environment and conditions of
operational governance.

Governance is defined as the manner in which power is exercised in the management of a country’s
economic and social resources. The World Bank had identified three distinct aspects of governanc

i) the form of political regime - :
ii) The process by which authority is exercised in the management of a country’s economic and social

resources for development; and
iii) the capacity of governments to design, formulate and implement policies and discharge functions.
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1. Elements of Good Governance :
The essential elernents of good governance are :
1.1. Participation : i

It means people are the key to good governance. They are not only beneficiaries of good governance
but also are the agents of it. They act not only through formal bodies like the executive, the legislatu're .and
the judiciary and formal means, such as the right to vote, but also through various groups and assocnatlon.s
like trade unions, political parties, NGOs, business groups, caste or religious groups and even in ‘theﬂ
individual capacities, such as , writing letter to the editor, expressing views in radio or television.
Participation can become meaningful only if governmental structures are flexible enough to facilitate easy
and unhindered participation.
1.2.Accountability :

It means those who rule are answerable to those from whom they derive their authority. This means
establishing standards or “criteria for judging the performance of public officials.
1.3.Transparency :

It refers to the availability of information to the general public and clarity about government rules,
regulations, and decisions. This can be done by enforcing the citizen’s right to information. Transparency
helps in curbing corruption.
1.4.Consensus-oriented:

It means that in a society where there are as many opinions as there are actors it is mediation of
different interests to find the best interest of the community.

1.5. Responsiveness:

Means that institutions and processes try to serve all stakeholders within a reasonable time.
Effectiveness and efficiency imply that institutions and processes produce results that meet the needs of the
society while making the best use of resources at their disposal.
1.6.Equity and inclusiveness

Call for a society whose well-being depends upon ensuring that all its members feel that they have a
stake in it and nobody feels excluded from the mainstream of the society.
1.7.Rule of law+

Stands for fair legal frameworks that are enforced impartially. This also included protection of
human rights.

2. E-GOVERNANCE:

To realize the goals of good governance, e-governance is one of the prime tools. Good governance is
fundamental and e-governance is instrumental. E-governance is a use of information and communication
technology with-the aim of improving information and service delivery, encouraging citizen participation in
the decision making process and making government more accountable, transparent and effective.

UNESCO defines e-Governance as: “Governance refers to the exercise of political, economic and
administrative authority in the management of a country’s affairs, including citizens’ articulation of their
interests and exercise of their legal rights and obligations. E-Governance may be understood as the
performance of this governance via the electronic medium in order to facilitate an efficient, speedy and
transparent process of disseminating information to the public, and other agencies, and for performing
government administration activities.

2.1. Citizen-Centric E-Governance Initiatives

Some of the early e-Governance Initiatives taken in different states of India are discussed in the
following lines:

2.1.1. Bhoomi—Karnataka X

Bhoomi Launched In 2000, is a self sustainable e-governanceproject for the computerized delivery of

2 crore acres rural land records of 67 lakh farmers through 177 government owned kiosks in the State of
Karnataka. These records were earlier maintainedmanually by 9,000 village officials.
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2.1.2. Gyandoot - Madhya Pradesh .

e Gyandoot is an Intranet-based Government to Citizen (G2C) service delivery initiated in the Dhar
district of Ma.dhya Pradesh in January2000. It has twin objective of providing relevant information to the
.ru.rfll P.ogul?tlon and acting as an interface between the district administration and the people. The
initiative is important as it takes e-governance to rural areas.

2.1.3. Lokvani Project-Uttar Pradesh
) Lokvani is a public-private partnership project in Sitapur District of Uttar Pradesh which was initiated
in November, 2004. Its objective is to provide a single window, self sustainable e-governance solution with
regard to handling of grievances, land record maintenance and providing mixture of essential service.
Tﬁeprogramme format uses the local language Hindi as 88 percent of the District population resides in
villages and the literacy rate is only3g percent, the programme had to be designed in a way which was user-
friendly and within the reach of the people both geographicallyas well as socially.
2.1.4. Revenue Administration through Computerized Energy (RACE) Billing Project-Bihar

Patna Electric Supply Undertaking (PESU), which is one of the seven area boards of Bihar State
Electricity Board (BSEB) caters to the energy requirements of Patna Urban Area. To address the problems
related to manual billing, it was decided by the BSEB to bank upon ICT in providing value added and
consumer-friendly service to the clients. A separate department of IT was created in BSEB to implement the
project and the software was designed by NIC named as RACE-Revenue Administration through
Computerized Energy. Payment of bills of any division at any of the 31 collection counters as per
convenience was facilitated. Bills are generated with a barcode and consumers can download the bills using
the internet and also see the details of payments made by them.” Initiated in the year 2001 the project was
extended to the entire State in 2007.
2.1.5. e-Procurement-Gujarat

The system of e-procurement was introduced in the State of Gujarat from October, 2004 onwards. It
aims to establish transparency in procurement process, shortening of procurement cycle, availing of
competitive price, enhancing confidence of suppliers and establishing flexible and economical bidding
process for suppliers.
2.1.6. MCA 21

This Project of Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) of union front aims to meet the aspirations and
the needs of the 21st Century, hence the name MCA 21. The Project aims at providingeasy and secure online
access to all registry related services providedby the Union Ministry of Corporate Affairs to business, to
public, to professionals, to financial institutions to employees” and to thegovernment itself. As such it
reflects the relationships of Government 2 Citizens, Government 2 Business, Government 2 Government and
Government 2 Employees.

2.1.7.National e-Governance Plan
During the 1980s and early 1990s, initial attempts towards e-Governance were made with a focus on

networking government departments and developing in-house government applications in the areas of
defence, economic monitoring, planning and the deployment of IT to manage data-intensive functions
related to elections, census, tax administration etc.” These applications focused on-automation of internal
government functions rather than on improving service delivery to citizens. {

The National e-Governance Plan (NeGP) has been formulated by the Department of Information
Technology (DIT)and Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances(DAR & PG). The Union
Government approved the National. e-Governance Plan(NeGP); comprising of 27 Mission Mode Projects
(MMPé) and 10 components on May 18, 2006. The NeGP aims at improving delivery of Government services
to citizens and business with the following vision.

" Make all Government services accessible so the common man in his locality, through common
service delivery outlets and ensure efficiency, transparency & reliability of such services at affordable costs

to realize the basic needs of the common man.
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.0. E- initi A.P. o i :
i EGl\(:l‘;e;::v':e;?gilstli::saission Mode Project, Webland (Land Records Management ln?frmna:g’t:
System), e-PASS (e-payment and application system of scholarships), e-Procurement, e-Su.Vld:\a (mO HpRMS
Application for Municipalities), Computer Aided Registration Department (CARD), e-Parishkaram.
(Human Resource Management System)

4.0. E-Governance initiatives in Telangana ;
. i ndow

MeeSeva, e-Procurement, Online Recruitment Processing System, T.S.I PASS (i'_ng‘le ‘éVc't

Clearance to Entrepreneurs), HRMS (Human Resource Management System), Online Scholarship Project.

5.0. Access to information and quality services for citizen:

Information would be made available with respect to simple aspects of governance such as forms,
laws, rules, proceduresetc later extending to detailed information including reports, public dat'a base.and
decision making processes.Information about local resources,guidelines of schemes,funds,on going projects
will be made available to the citizens and it is the first step towards citizen ‘s participation in development
process. )

Another important area is the potential to improve the quality range and accessibility of services.
4.1.Simplicity, efficiency and accountability in the government:

Bureaucratic structures have been plagued by characteristics aptly described by Victor Thompson as
‘bureau pathology’. The dysfunctional aspect of bureaucratic behaviour includes slowness, ponderousness,
routine and complications of procedure. E- Governance weeds out redundant process, brings simplicification
in structure and procedures. The end result would be enhanced decision making and increased efficiency
across government all contributing to an overall environment of accountable govt machinery.
4.2.Expanded reach of governance:

Rapid growth of communication technology and its adoption in governance would help in bringing
govt machinery to.the door steps of the citizen. Expansion of telephone network, rapid strides in mobile
telephony, spread of internet and strengthening of other communications infrastructure would facilitate
delivery of a large number of services provided by the government.This enhancement of the reach of the

government-both spatial and demographic would also enable better participation of citizens in the process
of governance.

5.0.Emerging challenges:

In developing countries such as India, the IT influence has to be handled with caution and restraint.
Unless the benefits achieving from IT are supported by adequate infrastructure , capital and access, the

fruits will elude the poor and deprived masses. The process of e- governance must try to balance the goals of
development, asset creation, Social justice and equity.
5.1. Capacity building:

e- governance is a fairly complex process of creating and harnessing the right environment that
consist of people who are committed to the cause and who have the right skill sets. Human resource
management is yet to develop the capacity to build, manage operate and service the technologies involved.
Training the workforce to develop maintain and provide the value added products and services required by
the knowledge based society are yet to be concretised. Though computer training has been imparted to all

the public functionaries , barring a few cases an effective use of the basic IT services, is yet to be seen
5.2. Changing the mindset of government functionaries:

Technological solutions to societal problems is being increa-singly sought by public functionaries
forgetting conveniently that technology can only facilitatethe solutions. It is not a solution in itself. The

agent or the functionaries of changes need to be made aware that they are there to serve the clients as per
policy programme. p
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5.3. Business Process Re- engineering (BPR):

) '!" In‘dia the way Bovernment institutions conduct their business has evolved over time and is
codified in different statues ang is codified in different manuals enacted or formulated over a wide span of
time. On the other hand, the Scope and complexities of governance along with the government machinery
have expanded over time, The advent of ICT has led to the recognition that these technologies provide a
unique o.pportupity to redesign the government process not only to provide better services and reliable
information to Fltizen but also to improve efficiency and effectiveness within government institutions.

BPR w:ll_ get rid of unintendeq consequences of rigid, repeated process. The application of
techr?ologv sol.utlons to existing paper based processes almost always will result in a far from optimum
solution and will likely deliver such Poor user experience.The Re-Engineering of a government department

Fan be _carried out from within the Organisation or the consultants can be brought from outside.lt requires
innovative management and a willingness to change.
5.4. Digital Divide:

.W.hlle the e governance initiatives may benefit certain privileged sections of the society, the
underprivileged, those Who do not have access to internet or not well qualified or equipped to use internet
will be all the more distanced from the government. There is also linguistic dimension to the problem.

Information is available on the websites mostly in English and in some cases Hindi and still in few cases other
Indian languages.

5.4.0. Bridging the Digital Divide :
5.4.1. Provide Access :
One of the foremost things to be done is to provide universal access to all.Physicalaccess,financial
accessand content access must be provided to all.
5.4.2.Provide Telecom Infrastructure -

Enforce the requirement of an open telephone network with hassle free interconnection of different
networks and free up more of the radio spectrum for “Fourth Generation”broadband wireless.
5.4.3.Develop Applications :

Applications for the common man to facilitate his well being covering social welfare and other daily
necessities from any place.
5.4.4..New Hardware :

The present hardware is already undergoing number of changes and a converged net enable product
likely to emerge with all the interfaces and necessary embedded software suitable for open platform and
customized for a single or group of individuals.

5.4.5. OpenSoftware and Networking :

Current software development platforms will have to seamlessly accept any software developed on
any type of platform to work with any device. There has to be number of data banks serviced through
directory servers specific to the larger group of people or translated information required in the language
understood. Information required for them will have to be made available in the format desired and
information generated from them will have to be used for updating the databanks. Such network will have a
specific server to a group of people.
5.4.6.System and Network Management :

This requires continuous monitoring of the system and the network to provide efficient service to
the customer so that the usage is encouraged and the benefits are experienced. '
5.4.7.Internet Access and Community Demand :

Maintain or expand Government or local programmes that provide funds for community technology.
Help from public-private partnerships to bring advocates of low-income people into contact with people
from the technology and business sectors for community development.
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5.4.8.Education : iects to d
Education departments and agencies should set up specific projects to dem
that we
they wish the nations’s educators to accept. The use of technology should be a .part of the standa:;!ss e
are asking teachers to teach and test. Schools should work with informal Iearnmg Places (mUS:“chn'ology in
centers, . television stations, newspapers, etc.) thathave demonstrated an ability to use e

learning.
5.4.9.ICT Infusion Pilot Project Basis:

Pilot projects will have to be taken up to understand th
belonging to different ethnic, race and language. Current concep
technology will have tobegiven up and adopt bottom up approach to develop ICT ena
systems. The user interface with the network willdetermine the success or failure of the system.

onstrate the practices

e needs and comfort levels of target groups

t of top down approach of enforcing digital
bled services and

6.CONCLUSION:

The speed and transparency associated with e- gove
administration responsive and effect good governance.

However, the initial euphoria notwithstanding, for the
research areas that can be enumerated are in future role of e governance, c0s
e-governance in core services, ways of re orienting public functionaries, citizens ro
consumer consultation and participation and reengineering of govt processes to make them simple and
effective.

rnance have the potential to make public

growth and relevance of the discipline, t_he
t benefit analysis of providing
le and choice, extent of
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THE NPA'’S CRISIS AT MUDRA BANK LOANS
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Associate Professor,
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I. INTRODUCTION

Mudra Loan has been the strongest Endeavour of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to bank the unbanked population. In all his addresses, he emphasized the importance of
bringing the unbanked people under the mainstream banking, in order to make the neglected
section of the population self-reliant and self-dependent. Mudra bank loan Yojana comes as a
vision from the PM, by the slogan, ,Fund the unfunded”. MUDRA means Micro Units
Development and Refinance agency. Population engaged in small business always requires
micro finance to facilitate their business and day today business needs. PM Mudra Bank
Yojana would help in facilitating micro credit up to Rs.10 lakh to such small business
owners. It was launched on 8" April 2015. Target Audience is small business owners and the
loan amount from Rs.50,000 to 10,00,000. This scheme is applied across India.

IL.LIMPORTANCE OF PM MUDRA SCHEME

1. The PM Mudra Bank Yojana is said to benefit more than 58 million small
business owners in the country. This is one sector under which more than 120 million people
are employed and this working population mostly comes from less privileged sections of
society.

2. The majority of small business owners in India have always remained outside
the ambit of mainstream bank credit. This is just because banks and financial institutions
often focus their products and services for the secured business lot, who would repay at
higher interest and have their nominees secured. PM Mudra Bank Yojana would help in
getting this trend changed.

3. Institutional finance has always been relevant to small business. However,
inadequate corpus and unorganized management of credit facilities to small entrepreneurs
never really made it reach the needed entrepreneurs. PM Mudra Bank Yojana comes with a
dream to get the dreams of many young and budding entrepreneurs fulfilled.

4. Repayment has always been a concern why financial institutions could not
provide required finance to small business owners. With this initiative from the PM office,
the scheme is said to take care of this part as well and thus help both financial institutions and
needy small business owners come on one single platform.

Limitations of the Mudra Scheme

These are the list of business for which Mudra Loan cannot be given:
1. Personal Requirement
2. Educational Purpose
3. Buying Personal Car or Bike
4. Rich Businessman
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Objectives of the study:
The present paper aims to fulfil the following objectives.

1) To trace the Organization and Growth of Mudra Bank Loans and distinguish the same
with personal loans.

i1) To highlight the important limitations and documentary requirements for Mudra Loans.

ii1) To discuss the NPA problem with reference to Mudra Loans.

Methodology:
This paper is based on secondary data sources, the concerned data to satisty the objectives
has been collected from various published sources.

Sources of Data:
Secondary data are collected from journals, newspapers and the internet.

Limitation of the study:

There are some limitations found in this paper. Firstly, it is based on secondary data sources
only and the conclusions are framed on the basis of it. Secondly, the concerned data for
analysis has been available in limited volume.

Statement of problem:
This paper endeavours to focus on understanding the conceptual framework of PM Mudra
Scheme, it’s probable impact on NPA"s to the exchequer of Bank Liabilities.

Significance of the problem:

Since the Mudra scheme has implemented from 8" April 2015, a study of this kind besides
creating awareness would also help in analysing the pros and cons of PM Mudra Loan
Scheme and the important point to be kept in mind before its implementation, to unbanked
families as it would effect on NPA™s on bank working.

III.MUDRA LOAN VS PERSONAL LOAN

Mudra loan Personal loan
1. This type of loan is an entire govt 1. This type of loan is given by both
administered and approved scheme. govt. and private financial
So it is a safe and secure form of institutions.

taking credit.
2. One must have a genuine business

plan for getting a mudra loan. 2. No business is needed to get
personal loans. Only justifiable
3. Repayment tenure is as high as reasons are required.
7 years. 3. Repayment tenure is less.
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Types of loan under the PMMY.

As of now there are three schemes namely.

1. Offering loan up to Rs. 50,000. In other words, it is also termed as a startup loan.

2. Offering loan above Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 5, 00,000. It is also stated as the
mid-level business institution set up loans.

3. Offering loan above Rs. 5, 00,000 to Rs. 10, 00,000. It is meant for those who want
to set up a business at a bigger and advanced level.

Key features of the stand-up India loan scheme:

No collateral is necessary

There are zero processing fees

The rate of interest is only 1% per month.

The maximum period of repayable loan has been extended up to 5 years.
Mudra cards have been launched that will provide working capital loans.

IV.REQUIRED DOCUMENTS FOR MUDRA BANK LOAN SCHEME.

Self-attested Identity proof
Self-attested address proof

Passport size photographs

Your company address and ID proof
Business registration certificate etc.

Eligibility criteria for participating banks and financial companies.

Scheduled commercial Banks.

All scheduled commercial banks in public and private sector with 3 years of continuous profit
track record net NPA™s not exceeding 3% minimum net worth of Rs. 100 crore and not less
than 9% CRAR are eligible to lend loan.

RRB"s
All restructured RRB"s having net NPA within 3% having profitable operations and not

carrying any accumulated losses and CRAR >9% are eligible under Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Scheme.

V.LOAN REPAYMENT - ONLY 4% NPAS IN MUDRA LOANS:

Housewives, Poor Widows and small and budding entrepreneurs seem to be more
reliable in loan repayment than the promoters of some of the large corporations. Contrary to
perceptions, loans under the Mudra Yojana — a pet initiative of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi aimed at supporting budding entrepreneurs in vulnerable sections of society — had a
gross non-performing asset (NPA) ratio of only 4% as of December 2017, much lower than
roughly 10% for the entire banking industry.
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Interestingly, at 4% state-run lenders (barring SBI) outperformed private peers"
record of 4.2% gross NPSs under this scheme, showed the latest data by the department of
financial services. SBI"'s record was even better — only 3%, against its overall bad loans ratio
of 10.35% as of December 2017. The performance of public sector banks (PSBs) in the
Mudra scheme is in sharp contrast with their poor record in overall bad assets ratio, which is
around two-and-a-halftimes of the private lenders".

To further promote this scheme, the DFS has roped in 40 entities — including Flipkart,
Amazon, Patanjali and Amul that are also big job creators — which will identify people who
need loans under Mudra Yojana. Some analysts caution against excessive jubilation over low
NPAs in Mudra loans yet, saying repayment tends to be higher in the initial years after the
grant of a loan and may falter in later years. However, a senior finance ministry official told
FE that since most of the Mudra loans are for a short duration of up to three years and the fact
that the scheme already completed three years in April 2018 — a reasonable period for a fair
assessment of a short-duration loan scheme — the NPA record is still impressive. “Mudra
loans are short-term ones and unlike long-duration credit to industry where NPA levels can
potentially rise in later years even if initial repayments are on schedule,” said the official.

Nevertheless, both the government and banks have to be careful in not letting this
scheme be abused by fraudsters, especially because loans are usually collateral free until
some assets are created out of them, while ensuring that the intended beneficiaries reap the
benefits, said the analysts.

Apart from low bad debt levels, what makes this scheme impressive is its inclusive
character. Financial services secretary Rajiv Kumar said as many as 74% of the Mudra
scheme beneficiaries are women. People belonging to SC/ST and OBC categories make up
for 36% of loans worth close to Rs.5.72 lakh crore that were sanctioned by end-March 2018
since the scheme’s inception in April 2015. As many as 55% of the 12.77 crore loan accounts
belong to these categories of people. Over 9 crore loans were offered to women
entrepreneurs, cutting across all categories. The finance ministry hopes its tie-ups with the 40
entities will attract more such entrepreneurs to benefit from the scheme and boost inclusive
growth.

VI. THE NPA CRISIS CALLS FOR GREATER BANK AUTONOMY

Non-Performing Assets(NPAs) have been in the news for a long time. The financial
stability Report of RBI, December 2017, points out that the gross non-performing
advances(GNPA) ratio of scheduled commercial banks (SCBs) increased from 9.6% to
10.2% between March and September 2017. The GNPA grew by 18.5% on a year-on-year
basis in September 2017. While the GNPA of public sector banks (PSBs) stands at 13.5% in
September 2017, the figures stands at 3.8% for private banks.

Many reasons have been ascribed to the spurt in NPAs:

1. Majority of the projects were sanctioned in the boom phase of economic growth. Both
corporates and banks were optimistic it would be a win-win for all. However, as slowdown
ensured, their assumptions collapsed. Many infrastructure projects got stalled for reasons like
the so-called policy paralysis, pending court cases, and regulatory issues like environmental
clearances and corruption. The stalled projects, therefore, failed to generate cash flows and
corporates failed to repay loans. As a result, NPAs started to rise.
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2. Crony capitalism aggravated NPAs. Bank boards with political connections might
have got undeserving loans. In a classic case of “moral hazard,” politically connected
corporates know the even if they default, banks would be recapitalised by the government
using taxpayer money. This results in wilful default by some corporates.

3. Banks are responsible for their poor monitoring and supervision, and awful appraisal
and lending practices also led to accumulated bad debts. This points to the perceived
ineffectiveness of RBI"'s supervisory architecture in controlling the situation on time.

The negative repercussions of NPAs on the economy are way too many:

1. NPAs invariably raise lending rates. The interest rate charged by SCBs consists of
policy rate (repo rate), a default risk premium, a term premium, an inflation risk premium,
and the bank’s compensation for costs. For example, if a commercial bank’s lending rate is
15% of this 6% is due to policy rate and the rest 9% is due to other four factors. It is
important to remember that the rest of the four factors or additional 9 percentage point rate of
interest is independent of monetary policy. Banks charge the default risk premium because of
the uncertainty on repayment of loans. Given that banks knew about the quality of loans
much before they went to the less informed customers (adverse selection), they also increased
credit risk and, as a result, lending rate increased adverse selection.

2. By RBI"s own admission in a recent paper (Asset Quality and Monetary
Transmission in India), huge NPAs weaken the monetary policy transmission mechanism.
For instance, between January and October 2015, RBI, in its various policy reviews, reduced
the repo rate by 125 bps. But banks did not pass the benefits to the customers, who got
benefit only by 50 bps, i.e., the amount of reduction in lending rate by most SCBs, while the
deposit rate was reduced sharply, by 130bps. As a result, net interest margin rose, which is
one of the highest in the world. Thus, banks are using the policy rate to their advantage from
both ends: deposit and lending rates. A 2015 IMF working paper by Sonali Das showed that
pass-through of policy rate changes to bank interest rates in India is slow and adjustment is
asymmetric. That is, when policy rate rises, the deposit rate does not adjust to it, while the
deposit rate adjusts faster to monetary policy easing. Further, bank lending rate moves more
closely and faster with response to monetary policy tightening than to loosening.

One reason could be that high levels of NPAs held by banks limits their ability to pass
on the full benefits of monetary easing. In a way, banks are trying to recover their loss from
the repo rate cuts.

3. NPAs lower private investment. Investment drops as interest rate goes up.
Importantly, corporate investment is not greatly affected by meagre interest rate changes. We
think the slowdown in credit growth is largely due to stress in PSBs. This makes
overburdened PSBs cautious and risk-averse to more lending. Banks expect a correction in
credit lending after a lending spree. They have become cautious and selective in sanctioning
new loans. Given that economic growth has slowed down, they fear businessmen might not
be able to make good profit and, thus, may not be able to repay debt, which, in turn, leads to
low investment. Further, more NPAs mean more capital they have to keep separately to meet
the Basel III capital norms.
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4. Huge NPAs lead to banking crises, too. At Rs.4 lakh crore, bad loans exceed the
market value of PSBs by 1.5 times. This will scare equity investors as they fear it may
explode any time and the economy will nosedive. As banks report higher NPAs, bank stocks
will be hit and retail investors will be affected. Therefore, the government is recapitalising
with a fear that a failed banking system may exacerbate financial crisis and economic
meltdown. However, a timely intervention by RBI and the government has averted the crisis.

5. Rising NPAs may lead the rating agencies to downgrade ratings of PSBs and private
banks; it will affect their ability to raise capital. Finally, an NPA is a double whammy for
(retail) investors. On one hand, they lose money as share prices of banks fall, and on the
other, as taxpayers, they’ve to pay taxes to recapitalise banks.

VII (a) Financial Analysis:

The Mudra journey

Eross NPA ratio Gross NPA ratio Crwverall gross
in Mudra loans in Mudra loans KMPA ratio in the
by P5SBs as of by private bank banking system as
Dec 2017 as of Dec 2017 of Dec 2017
Share in terms of
¥5,71,655 crore loan amount
Mudra loans sanctioned 5C sT 3

up to March 2018 since ORC
inception in Apr 2015,

against target of
F5 446,188 crore

74%

: e
g
Beneficiaries are women ¥ General &

Source: DES

Source: Department of Financial Services (DFS).
VII (b) MUDRA NPA :

Those monitoring banking sectors of India have raised concerns about Mudra loans
becoming a big liability for the banks in near future. Officially, the Mudra loans seem to have
done well in keeping NPA (Non- Performing Assets) lower compared to other bank loans.

According to finance ministry data Mudra Yojana had a gross NPA ratio of only four
percent as of December 2017 — much lower than average 10 percent for other loans in the

case of Public Sector Lenders.

The RBI has asked banks to monitor loans under the Mudra scheme over concerns of

growing levels of non-performing assets (NPAs) in that category. The warning comes a few
months after RBI governor Shaktikanta Das, in a meeting with banks, pulled them up for loose
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monitoring of these loans in the light of rising defaults. “Banks need to focus on repayment
capacity at the appraisal stage and monitor the loans through the life cycle much more closely,”
said RBI deputy governor M K Jain. “The Mudra is a case in point... while such a massive push
would have lifted many beneficiaries out of poverty; there have been some concerns over the
growing level of NPAs.” He was speaking at Sidbi microfinance on 27-11-2019.

Last year, former RBI governor Raghuram Rajan had red-flagged loans under the scheme. He
had stated that advances under Mudra and Kisan Credit Cards needed to be examined “more
closely” for potential credit risk. Rajan had also highlighted the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for
Micro and Small
Enterprises (CGTMSE) run by Sidbi as a growing contingent liability that “needs to be examined
with urgency.” One of the criticisms of the Mudra scheme small loans of up to Rs 50,000 could
not contribute much toward income — generation and would end up being used for consumption

Financial Inclusion for all;

Beneficiaries are as follows:

General Category — 64%, SC — 11%, ST — 3%, OBC — 22%, 36% beneficiaries are from
SC/ST/OBC categories

O General
OoBC

OBC, 22% ' osT

Osc
General, 64%
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VIII. CONCLUSIONS:

NPA crises call for more bank autonomy. PSB boards should be full of professionals with full
autonomy. Better corporate governance and decentralisation will help improve loan
evaluation, monitoring, repayment. Politically-connected lending must be a no-no. In this
regard, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, is a step in the right direction. We hope
RBI and the government’s efforts of cleaning up of banks" balance sheets succeeds and credit
growth to the business sector revives. Loans were sanctioned without conducting meaningful
pre inspection or physical verification of business units or residences. Further, without
ascertaining end use of the loan amount or creation of assets from the loan amount, finally
74% of the beneficiaries under Mudra are women.
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ABSTRACT:

Today good governance has become the central concern
of most governments. Accountability and transparency are key |
elements of good governance. Democracy requires an informed |
citizens and transparency of information. When a government is
transparent there is less chance for corruption and more room
for accountability. Citizens access to information is pre-
condition to good governance. It allows citizens to participate
in the government process which leads to participatory
democracy. Transparency refers to availability of information to
the public and clarity about functioning of government. The
citizens know what the government does and how it is

In /[ormaf

functioning. RTI Act was introduced in 2005. It was one of the progressive laws passed in the post
independent India. It ushers a people centred governance. The poor and marginalised sections of the
society will be benefited by using this act. Without good governance the government welfare schemes
cannot reach to the needy persons. RTI makes the citizens to Jight against corruption, which is one of the
major impediment in the way of good governance. Since its enactment RTI Act proved to be a strong
weapon in the hands of people for ensuring transparency in the system. RTI has great democratizing
power. Economic development is enhanced by RTI. In this paper an attempt has been made to analyse
how RTI leads to good governance which strengthens democracy and development and challenges in its

way.

KEYWORDS: central concern, good governance, strengthens democracy and development.

INTRODUCTION

Recognising the fundamental
importance of access to
information to  democratic

participation, to holding
governments accountable and
to controlling corruption, as
well as to personal dignity and

business efficiency, [we declare
that] the right to access
information held by public
authorities is a fundamental
human right which should be
given effect at the national level
through comprehensive
legislation (for example,

Freedom of Information Acts)
based on the principle of
maximum disclosure,
establishing a presumption that
all information is accessible
subject only to a narrow system
of exceptions. - UN Special
Rapporteur on Freedom of
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ighitto Information: The Basic Need of Democracy:

Freedom of speech and expression could be considered one of the most fundamental of all
freedoms. While it is of dubious value to rate one freedom over another, freedom of expression is a
basic foundation of democracy. It is a core freedom without which democracy could not exist. The term
encompasses not only freedom of speech and media but also freedom of thought, culture and
intellectual inquiring. Freedom of expression guarantees everyone’s right to speak and write openly
without state interference, including  the 'right to criticize injustices, illegal activities and
incompetence’s. It guarantees the right to know and right to inform the public and to offer opinions of
any kind, to support revolutionize, to give the minority the opportunity to be heard and became the
majority and to challenge the rise of state tyranny by force of words.  In such regimes the State not
only exerted full control over freedom of speech and expression and right to know, it also used the
media to direct citizen’s thoughts and opinions through propaganda, indoctrination, denunciation, and
social conformity. During the commencement of the nineteenth century, freedom of speech and
expression joined realm of core freedoms that are now protected as universal standards. Presently,
people are thus empowered to make proper choices for participation in democratic development
process’. Access to information is a foundational human right as without its protection, it is almost
impossible for people to fully exercise their other rights and freedoms as enshrined under the
constitution and statures.

Right to Information: Global Outlook

Freedom of information is a human right. In order to make governments accountable, citizens
have the right to know, the right of access to official documents. Freedom of information has been
developing at a strong pace only recently, but it is hardly a new concept. The roots of the Freedom of
Information principle date back to the 18th Century, the Age of Enlightenment3. The world in the 21st
century has marked many a stepladder and paradigm shifts in the understanding, analysis and
contextualization of the various ideologies of democracy. RTI which is the cynosure of this discourse is
not something new. In fact, there is a long history at international level towards the attainment of the
right to access information and mobilization of the masses for achieving its goal. With development of
human ideals and establishment of democratic governments in most of the civilized countries, the
concept of freedom of information increased. Many international organizations and regional groups
recognized the right to information to be integral part of their governing systems.

The origin of right to information can be traced from the way back from the year 1766. The
Swedish Freedom of Information Law* was passed in 1766°. Anders Chydeniusé took an active part in
the Diet of 1765-66. One of the lasting results of his activities was this Ordinance on Freedom of Writing
and of the Press; (1766), which he considered himself to be one of his greatest achievements.
Subsequently, numbers of countries have passed the RTI legislation for providing information as a
matter of fight.“i’oqexample, Finland in 1950, Denmark in 1950, Norway in 1970, and United States of

bf
| 4

! General Assembly on the contemporary challenges to freedom of expression ..2004 E/CN.A4/2004/62. Report of

the Special Rapporteur on implementing. ’ =
2 M. M. Ansari, Right to Information and its Relationship to Good Governance and Development, http://cic.gov.in/CIC-

Events/lC—MA-LectureAtUNESCO-(M122008.pdf .
* Anders Chydenius’ Legacy Today, The World’s First Freedom of Information Act, Anders Chydenius Foundation’s

Publications 2, ( Ed. 2006), p4 .
4 1ssued in Stockholm, in the Council Chamber, on 2 December 1766, Printed at the Royal Printing-Press

5
Ibid, 1 ) .
® Anders Chydenius was a Finnish priest and a member of the Swedish Riksdag, and is known as the leading classical

liberal of Nordic history
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America in 19667 enacted right to information laws to ensure and to facilitate information access. This
paperinquires into the world scenarios on right to information in gencral and India in particular, the
emphasis also made on analysis of relation between RTIand modern democratic process in UK and US.
It is argued that important of social bind between civilian and government has more relevance for the
addressing the functional needs of democratic system.

RTIvis-a -vis International Legal Instruments

Under international legal regime various international instruments such as treaties, charters etc
have recognized the concept of right to information as right that ought to be available to the people. All
the citizens have a right to decide, either personally or by their representatives, as to necessity of the
public contribution, to grant this freely, to know to what usc it is put; and to fix the proportion, the
mode of assessment and of collection and the duration of taxes, Article 14 of the Declaration of the
Rights of Man®. Modern International law is not confined to relations between the states but devises
upon matters of social concern also e.g. information, human rights, health, education and like. Freedom
of Information was recognized at the early stages, as fundamental rights. United Nations accepted right
to information right from its beginning in 1946. The General Assembly resolved that: “freedom of
information is a fundamental human right and the touchstone for all freedoms to which the United
Nations is consecrated?.” These are the following principles propounded by the UNO in order to ensure
the freedom of information viz:

e Maximum disclosure

*  Obligation to publish

= Promoticn of open government
*  Limited scope of exceptions

e Processes to facilitate access

e (Costs

*  Open meetings

*  Disclosure takes precedence and
e Protection for whistle blower

The right to access information is firmly set in the body of international human rights law. It is

enshrined in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
%

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1968

Article 19 of the Covenant states as "Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers either orally or in writing,
or in print, or in the form of art or through any other media of his choice, subject to certain restrictions
in sub-clause (3) of the covenant.” The Commonwealth nations also acknowledged the existence of
Right to Information by emphasizing the participation of people in the government processes. The law
ministers of the Commonwealth at their meeting held in Barbados!? stated that “Public participation in
the democratic and government process would be most meaningful when citizens had adequate access

7 “Freedom of information™ is the designation adopted around the world after its North American example as the freedom
of human actors to access existing documents. In the United S'(atcs such an act was passed in 1966, and became effective
through improvements made to it in 1974. This can be said to have signalled thcj. .lriumph of laws of freedom of
information throughout the world”. Juha Manninen , “Anders Cll)‘dcnlus and the Origins of World’s First Freedom of
Information Act, http://www.chydenius.net/pdf/worlds_first_foia.pdf

¥S. P. Sathe, Right to Information, p. 11. )

® United Nations General Assembly, resolution 59(1), 65m plenary meeting, 14 December 1946

" inyear 1980
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to ofticial information” where, Article 210f the same declaration confers the right to take part in the
Government ol the country!,

European Convenlion on Human Rights

The European Convention on Human Rights Convention states that “Everyone has the right to
freedom of expression”. This right shall include freedom to hold opinions, and to receive and nmpart
information and ideas without interference by public authority and irrespective ol frontiers!?,
However, clause 2 provides that such right is subjected to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or
such penalties as are prescribed by law, and are necessary in a democratic society, and if it harms the
national interest or territorial integrity. Nevertheless European Court of Human Rights interpreted
Article 1012, It was held (hat freedom to information prohibited the Government [rom restricting a
person from receiving information, But, at the same time it does not provide any positive right to a
person for obtaining the information. This interpretation was based on the difference between
‘freedom’ and ‘right’. Most of the above discussed international instruments do not deal with RTI
directly. Their role however is not lessening at all by this fact. Approximating a first step they showed
the world community a direction to be explored in order to materialize the democratic value of RTI,
thereby making the systems transparent and world more amicable for the people.

Article 13 (1) of American Convention on Human Rights, 1969 confers [reedom of thought and
expression and right to information and exchange of ideas!. Similar provision on freedom of speech

and expression and imparting information contained in Article 10 of European Convention on Human
Rights, 195015,

United Kingdom: Information Freedom Regime

Democracy has been the basic ideology of England since ages but 'secrecy’ is emphasized rather
than openness. This is due to the innate tendency of legislature and executive to maintain the
confidentiality of the policies instead of making it transparent and accessible. In England the law related
to the freedom of information made in the Official Secrets Acts of 191116, 192017, 193918, The English
judiciary has approved of candidness in Government. The same was reflected in the Conway v. Rimmer
decision of House of Lords where it established its jurisdiction to order the disclosure of any
document19, '

The facts of the case were an ex-police officer sued for wrongful prosecution and sought
disclosure of some police files. The Home Secretary claimed public interest immunity for all such files.
It was held that the Home Secretary's certificate was not conclusive, and it was up to the court to
examine the documents and order disclosure if the public interest in the administration of justice

4

" Article 21(1) of UDHR- Everyone has right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely
chosen representative.

*? Article 10 (1) of the European Convention on Human Rights Convention

P strictlyl3 EHRR 433, Para 74, cited in S.P. Sathe, Right to information, p. 15

% American Convention on Human rights, article 13 (1) — Everyone has the right to freedom of thought and expression.
This riéhl shall include freedom to work, to receive and impart information and ideas off all kinds, cither orally, in
writing, in p‘giént,‘i-n the form of art, or through any other medium of one’s choice

2 European Convention on Human Rights, 1950, Article 10-Everyone has a right to freedom of expression. This right
shall include within it, freedom to hold opinions and receive or impart information and ideas without interference by
public authorities regardless of frontiers. This article shall not prevent States from requiring the licensing of broadcasting,
television or cinema enterprises. ) ) )

1 & 2 Geo 5 ¢ 28) is an Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom. It replaces the Official Sccrets Act 1889

" Royal assent, 23 December 1920 X '

® Avinash Sharma, "Right to Information : A Canstitutional Perspective”, Vol. VIiI Nyayadeep, p. 121

" Conway v. Rimmer, (1968) A. C. 910
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Imll\\;ll-,h“’l ‘fl_i public interest in confidentiality. The decision in buncan v Cammell Laird”? should not
w 1o '@ 2 el - : gy - .s y

¢ -u\ ed. The Iouse of Lords simply distinguished the Conway case (rom the Duncan case on the
facts, rather than explicitly overy uling it

Lord Morris was wi " e
vas willing to "depart” from Duncan on two grounds:

It was based on a misapprehension of the law enforced at the ime.

Lower courts obliged to follow the Duncan decision have expressed regrets in having to do so.

Lord Pierce on a third: There has been a great change in circumstances since 1942. There is a
greater proliferation of administratjye tribunals givinghlht‘ Crown greaterscapetalrvolg privilcge
against the interest of litigants21, h . |

Ue T e

The analysis of this case reveals that the court refused the crown privilege. While deciding this
case lusm.te Lord Reid, said that “The document must be produced in the court for deciding the case and
held that it is not crown privilege but it is public interest privilege”. However, it was also emphasized
that balance between conflicting interests of secrecy and publicity should be maintained. The court held
that the entire class of the document cannot be pleaded as privileged document and first time classified
the document in two parts as class document as a privileged document and content document as non
privileged one.

‘ Keeping in view the desirability of “openness” of government affairs in a democratic society, the
Franks committee recommended a repeal of section 2 of the 1911 Act?2, and its replacement by the
Olticial Information Act.The United Kingdom has enacted Freedom to Information Act 2000. Most of the
countries of the Western Europe have now such legislations. Importance of freedom of expression in
English law can be ascertained by the observation of Lord Steyn in a case?3. This goes as "Freedom of
speech is the lifeblood of democracy. The free flow of information and ideas informs political debate. It
is a safety valve; people are more ready to accept decisions that go against them if they can in principle
seek to influence them. It acts as a brake on the abuse of power by public officials. It facilitates the
exposure of errors in the governance and administration of justice of the country...” the current
ireedom of information law in the E'hg\land was passed in 2005, under the title of the Freedom of
Information Act, 200524 G

.
Right to Information in UnitJed States of America:
ica i | 1 i 1 and India is the largest democracy in the world.
America passed the surfeit of';ﬂq_,mocratic rights that ought to be the part of a true democratic
framework. Antipathy towards the inherent secrecy is therefore not a surprising attribute exhibited by
the Americans. Schwattz observes, "Americans firmly believe in the health effects of publicity and have
a strong antipathy to the inherent secretiveness of government agencies?." The Freedom of
Information Act, 1966 and The Administrative Procedure Act, 1946 are two main statutes which confer
the Right to Informationsin the USA.
The Constitution of America does not deal specifically with concept of Right to Information.
However, such right is considered to be corollary of the First Amendment freedoms?. A provision of a

s

20
(1942]
" hup://sixthformlaw.info/02_cases/mod2/cases_precedent_hol.htm#Conway v Rimmer [1968] HL
* Rosamund Thomas, , Espionage and Secrecy (Routledge Revivals): The Official Secrets Acts 1911-1989 of the United
Kingdom. (2016), Routledge. P.6 ) ;
PR.v. Secretary of State for the Home Department Ex P. Simms, (2000) 2 LR 115(AC)
FR P Sathe, Right to Information, Lexis Nexis Butterworths

* Schwartz, Administrative Law, (Ed. 1984). p. 129 : T
* Thomas Emerson, Legal Foundation of Right to know, Washington University Law Quarterly, (1976), p.2
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statute was held to be a re and was

striction on the unfettered exercise of First Amendment Rights
declared invalid by the Supreme Court. Similarly in Stanley v. Georgian®, it was observed that freedom
of speech necessarily protects the right to receive information. "I'In.- American government passed
Foaalm ol Information Act, 1966 which pives every citizen a legally enforceable right to excess 1o
povernment files and document which the l;dm|m.~;tr.1'lir.)ns may be icml’“-“l Lo keep confidential ifaty
person is denied this right, he can seek injunctive relief from the court. The Act ensures access to
povernment information in three broad categories as follow:

1. Publication in the Federal register; :

% Making available for mspection and copying certain certified information and

3. Making available reasonably described records on request.

Right to Information: Indjan Perception

India has steered a new eraleading us towards the development of the participatory democracy.
[thas led to a series of debates and civil society movements. Right to Information implicitly forms part
of lundamental rights guaranteed by the Constitution of Indiaz. Democracy in real terms requires
public to act as a sovereign force, India is a signatory to the UDHR (1948) and the ICCPR (1966). Hence,
itis under an international obligation to effectively guarantee the right to information. Further, under
Article 51 (c) of the Indian Constitution states that the state is duty bound to foster respect for
imternational laws and treaty obligations?,

Participatory Democracy: Right to Information Policy and Law

The right to information is part of the constitutional framework enshrined as freedom of speech
and expression. Explicit exercise of this right was not possible due to its derivative and implicit
existence within the Constitution. This facilitated the need of a specific legislation enabling the citizens
to enjoy the right available to them. Right to Information is derived from our fundamental right of
expression under Article 19. The freedom of the press is an essential element for a democracy to
function. /

Access to information held by a public authority was not possible until 2005. The Official Secret
Act, 1923 acted as a remnant of colonial rule shrouding everything in secrecy. The citizens did not have
any legal right to know about the public policies and expenditures as in the form right to access
information. Under the Official Secrewct denied access to the relevant information and this practice
was resulted in rise of corruption and*malpractices in administration of governance. In face of non-
accountability of the public authorities and lack of openness in the functioning of government, abuse of
power and unscrupulous diversion of the public money was the increased. Public complain against the
corrupt practices of officials, public and civil society demanded greater access to the information held
by public authorities. The government acceded to their demand and passed the RTI Act 2005. By virtue
of this enactment transparency has increased than ever before in the working of the public bodies as a
result of number of RTI applications. “Right to know is an important ingredient of participatory
democracy. The concentration of political and administrative power in the management of the country’s
economic and _social resources led to wide spread corruption jeopardizing the universally
acknowledged principles of good governance namely democracy, liberty and the rule of law.
Democracy, in turn requires accountability and transparency through devolution of information and
effective participation citizens in decision making”s1.

“ Lamont v. Post Master General, 14 Lawyer Edition 2d. (1965), p. 398
22 L. Ed. 2d. 24. 542 (1969)

* Article 19 (1) (a) of the Constitution of the India

* Atticle 51 (c) - Promotion of international peace and security- The State shall endeavor to foster respect for
international law and treaty obligations in the dealings of organized peoples with one anather.

*Dr.N.V, Paranjape, Right to Information Law in India, (Ed. 2014), LexisNexis, p.2
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The Right to Information generally understood as the ‘right to access information held by public
authoritics’, is not just a necessity of the citizens; it is a precondition for good governance. To he
specilic, Access o information makes democracy more meaningful and allows citizens Lo participate in
the governance processiz An efficient representative democracy assumes that free access to
information held by public authorities In Reliance Petrochemicals Ltd case,?? the Supreme Court held
that right to information is an essential ingredient of a participatory democracy. These trends of the
judiciary followed in other cases few of them given below; 3l

Delhi High Court in Subhash Chandra Agrawal v. Office of Attorney General held that U?c office
of the Attorney General of India is a public authority under the Right to Information Act. Hence, it has to
furnish the relevant information. A division bench of Kerala High Court in Jiju Lukose vsState of
Kerala held that the police authorities are obliged to provide the copy of the FIR on the petition to the
Public Information Officer under the Act

The Supreme Court in the Reserve Bank of India v. Jayantilal Mistry declared that RBI dnc§ not
place itself in a fiduciary relationship with the financial institutions because, the reports of the
inspections should be liable to supply. In Vijay Kumar Mishra v. CBSE, the Central Information
Commission has directed CBSE to pay Rs 25,000 as compensation for denying RTI seeking copy of
answer sheets The Central Information Commission has directed the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) to furnish the copies of answer sheets. In Vansh Sharad Gupta v. PIO the , Central
Information Commission held that the State is duty bound to provide easy access to up-to-date Legal
Information to its citizens these case illustrate the trends of the judiciary in promoting the public access
to information.

CONCLUSION
International bodies have recognized that freedom of information is a fundamental human right

and effective laws are needed to secure freedom of information. Despite of this recognization, until the
implementation of the Right to Information Act, it was not possible for an ordinary persons to seek the
details of a decision making process, which was found most often, as ineffective in terms of its outcome.
It was, therefore, not possible to hold a free and frank discussion on issues of common concern of
people or to fix the responsibility for any action. Such an era of darkness in policy planning, including
monitoring and evaluation of schemes by affected persons, is over.” RTI has been in enforcement ever
since 2005, it has effect of dismantling the culture of secrecy and changing the mindset of bureaucrats
and politicians and created conditions for taking informed decisions, inspite of this the Act it is not free
form the ambiguity in certain levels it should be answered.

The government has appointed multiple Public Information Officers. This results in search of
proper place and authority competent under the Act. Hence it is suggested that Right to Information Act
is a social legislation tg enable every citizen of the country to obtain information from the public bodies
as a matter of right thus facilitated the every citizen to get information from the government agencies,
thereby bringing trangparency in governance and it may possible to establish corruption free society .
Right to Information Actis in fact life line of any democracy, since it empowers the citizen, keeps check
on corruption in public offices and brings greater transparency and accountability in government
agencies. In Mangka Gandhi case?, Justice V. Krishna lyar opined that “A government which functions
secretly not only act against the democratic decency, but buried itself with its own burial.” No
democracy can be meaningful where their citizens cannot audit the performance of the government
business, bureaucrats and the other functionaries who act on behalf of the state. In order to audit the

* P. Chandra Sekhar, Right To Information In Strengthening Participatory Democracy, Global Media Journal - Indian
Edition Winter Issue / December 2010, available at www.caluniv.ac.in/global-mdiajournal/WINTER %202010%20

COMMENTARIES/Commentaries%204.pdf,
* Reliance Petrochemicals Ltd. v Proprictors, Indian express Newspapers Pvt. Ltd AIR 1989 SC 190

* Maneka Gandhi vs. Union of India, AIR 1978 SC
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performance of the government, the people have to be well informed of its policy. actions and failures.
An informed citizenry is a pre requisite for participatory democracy

In a demacratic setup there must be direct participation of the people in the democracy. The
lack of awareness amongst civilians hamper the spirit of the law, thercfore it recommended that
greater emphasis must be given in creating mass awareness on the provisions of the law and case laws.
At the same time it is also suggested for severe penalties on delinquent officers under the Act for
unreasonable delay or withholding of information, knowing provision of incorrect information,
concealment or lalsification of records ete.

Journal for all Subjects : www.|bp.world



o%0. o‘°a’3w§&
@08 (D6
ao;wg B Jzrifo

wﬁ:oeboﬁeao — 8PRE0

“S (BT PESo TEY”

5 48 20028 SBDFE0. grEBIen ToE)KH BHBM™ WTepTD. FRTeEeH s
T, SIS/ GPIFL. “Frosdd &radd Hokn JVBTB” ©, 08y S e
0580, g P '§36°2p°&6ﬁ>. $09 Srérest 3"@3“’&?"5@3 VB0 ROIJWD).

“ $P:lr EBBG> TS (HHSDg B80S !
©Z0B° ey T Nh s G !

800 D/ Tros® SoAsHome Jod &dENT 5 260'85055 OI0EINS e300
Q)RoBeatieso DB “VB&E “ 88 DEYTNED. TEE ErdSon e300 ©00S TPeAD0T°
eS0T D, “ArBS VerBo FEREEHI DEYBeD: S8y Ko e BN 508508z
528y DA reTrold DFoldre. $ofs TERSY e ErH0st Sodonoardorr Edeo S
e eHBTOD Qahsbngo DB, & agen SR wosBorred @ROIT éf@jé
BaeQ) Bkow. K58 @) F53 éﬁgo@s 8 Sren @) G6HE O SEDLR 5588 D5l
&0 Bow. “HBesd 208158058, 5e8: @?\)&5 ST EED BPD o8 56526@25 NPT
eoa’még)o)oﬁ)?o CS@%@ g0 “ R KHered® ol BHSo D 598 ErHost DI, D80S 68
KoL 6B SO/ BB Do, &8 JGorr HODBEE wETen EOAS K8 FEI0S
8 TecHBR SgHes® el {PD) St se8om dTBo I &V B50d. & JLrey H58
08508 (DS TOMP &I B3 PolHold. HoYRED Erre ST ShdosKe 48
TEND Hod. 08 K& HoolBhn @ OTNL0.

& TEND “VFPR erwegd:” ©d QBoTed. BDEDI6, J0FRB, 3HII0, DS
e Erwe SOAR © &y ) (HBEredeR) 2B0H Do, ©olE Wi [@rars Robho
EraSS & (@raird $E5HBCDHS” © BT, BErI8 SASEH, GPares” ErdIG wowd
TEGo &L D8 ErES BOHBoNS T80 ©HH0B. WENHOB GED R0 D BE
&K PIDOHES D8 Seried. SPePTH 28 S8 wonTe ool Hogorr widodorr
BRrACHDES @ o5y $BBHD ST STHBATSERD 0T &0, & Jed @) SO
2503 D06, 8 ©RHore DB Srerds el BE0%) B(BSDHOTT DT LR,
®oS 3% o REDE Sogrde BAHEo GE0. S8 JerEo, TP DOPBOTHE
eS’Séa;jé Q0BG &Y 28 008 S ?Cgéé% REEE58 Dch&o 3(350.



S0 - SBY @&3"550
oo SPENrD KrdgRroraeeird

RGeS (@56, D.3.06 B8 LA Seee
£S5 : 9866542356

"Fame - The Last Infirmity of noble minds" - John Milton

“SOGHRE B84%m: Hydbogom” $08 Bsoo - “Sd: [oBBE: Sob 68’8 - ‘I T ST "
- PRI, “alps S Sosh so” - Bol; “BaTay SRy - Tl “E Ty dddo” -
séol.‘%éﬁ»&o; "5&6&?{2 (BOPEY é’g: sge” - anond doldordben $08 o8 «065\’5@06‘ P RSy
By SRS DEFHD “Po EPHBo PER” ©F otrTTES VIS WIS0 65 drrod I
D8P 5°808.

B.57. 55 5098 BoBS FEHAE ol T, Bob, AN, THHD, BRBIEHD, HoSH,
e, Fholthed, Hipntd, HAHDd, acHBH, DTFrHD, DETHD. ... Be» IO TISWHD (vwos*d
350), ©HoHBEKen (HBeairtoso), arTs SobsTeabe (85 Komrgto) 35 Jbose TNS GHBSS
Ferd; DEro> TF IS, BeodBodS SHEY Horren 5 oYy (HBPFFLTeS FERFPIFHOD
BrS08 KBt Leoerdomra.

®od 57550 QOETEH? S‘S'Jé BisH B8 HBS ST ) g0 @3&1‘&363:&)6? vy JHRcho &
TgR08® (HBFBoSELDS wodo. @ HArESo SarysotonNT odod S8 @&&5:;’)0%) ®Q Jrde Scheo
VIS,

Sy {8 5§ Sosiptntd (1050-1150) H8FBODS (HHE SID...
“sfgo cH¥BEHB S 28 435 BEESh BES AYSS Toor JyS SErBELad”

550 - L abEyy 2. §S0; 3. HEHFE Dapo; 4. ©BHY IBmo; 5. S8Em A5l BueaHERS
©S0t E50E0 6. SPoTe SIS KBS S50 Fard EBH © D60 & IBEo ToEED B0

OT°D,

&5 88 Beiso IR EDEH0H oPod © FEIFS (.. R 8o chéiedd ardine...)
D8 455 DEHEBE® DSBoTD. SHOY JBFTO K wFosbo ofod BAraD 88, 58, ©8, =,
el & Teold Hhped SHEBHI (FPDE0 Eroe $od. sothE HED D" JOIEDIG I=EHD
B85 550 5903 BRresbo. SO G650’ fhode 38 B0 FE5% T, seren -
“Gog S JEHHBESmom” wotr. 35, @835, 5biS [BEar: B S08S; 6 G808 5b w6,
S0 oo GGERS Do) oF DAAIS e¥ emrtn. “DEFED: SEHN Srws dre e
o)Eddbo &Fore SGodod.

“66&‘6»06‘5 85

& sEn Jaom FEISHNS

FEo o 8% D

58 & SDawod BE) 38 dwfdnd” (L.e.14



©Q SBoTrre g SEE. Bo B, F8jo 38 508 38 arsvel 8 g hen “EKS” S0
Seven FEEASD. DI S50 O Depdo O3 PSS aEE ArDoSSG)

a8 “ofHB” o 8o BEFTLES Hob. HsHol D6 BHE® 5F) Te, rmpie G198 S
BB Gt Batred® &) BoKIBS SSkeD SEBSS T TSI Sobbher 36500 WTLRTG.
&8, DETHOD Grre & oo HPoHETD. Gbdh HHIY Honodsorr, Fose SIS SErTEE
DIV STHHoDH veosds %o JEhoNod. Fives (40 SyFSen; FFoen M(F BHAyBS0en;
SHgiives Sosr $oEned o grimd DSTY Bko Sboll a8 DADE IrEh.

08 IrgE” - oo Hod DG o Bl & PSS BriEsE AHBH Dyt DSBoT.
ool £508 $8nd woll Xy D65 Sro DS Sor (B SrBo DS A58 BorowEPI edod
EQabst0 o8N el eBer FHrHHR? ¢Ib (B, I efSydo Korl M AySso
Bolith, J063 Argo oS, “..woNT e Jerdrerd Der B Broopsives” @3 Sayposss Soid
BB aretmre HEEY ser dotnod. - Dpe® HFH Fcho I e sepe ©F dgo KB LSO
DB 50 (Habd e THo FPomrwod ©8 SIS (e mped’ 5208 520 HIsED KBSEBo ©
LD ThTrer S5 Fode ©F EE asoTD. & S JoS Pol; FOSHIEY 56 sinod sEj0

SisSto ¥ ko Toe KOA eifotio HwHoBEI6 HE BH 36 808 0 s, SHY HFY S0
033 56" Arhodor.

Byt DgorhTrod) Ay dapS

o650 PSS o

SHEF BB ErdSE ST 0

FEROD adrosd TiHmd”

30 ST HHFED TS HHEDS S, 08 Edos’ LISIoED. 5H =¥ ISBprcenTow.
©o5DH VERY, B0 TAcHSE 8 o8 EBFY R of vTRodo EerdFod. SohSo Ko
©DEEGODH BoBOB. DHBHN FepR) ) DSy HgEd S0 (B55nD oPod BRBoTHEE8- IrEo)
othihod. & Hosoned® HEDHE WY BPolSSy), 59 sio Sy wer HEST! IS, &% FosS Yo
DBBOBTREDHB. B3 SR FSHolBabo Trpe Sogodnthod. B8, K088 DFnod B Hs. =D &
SEBeren Em(ED. HHb JgEnd E80 Jer EOREHEOE aisarodts PINERS rsder HAN woFHHe Kol
IETETOON © EDBe KD e, eder kool MRS £°68. DDA (aB7EysEB0KmDS. . Biptrso)
Sohd, PSS, sasthe HREler Jore aTnt. TEE°D WA K800, ©ENoD, HeBBOY, HEH80D
D I sotrtd. ©ond LYBE® S Jyprso o, 5B BETFArSENG. 1. ebuiyBo e 2,
g8 S0, & Both P FoyBB B HVeroore Fhod Bareso ) LHB. ©8 S&Y HHIY
FES.

“S B S (Saadr $a% oeyins oIE SrSe” o I8 (Hirmo. viFh o HEE Sre a3)8.
“€30 BpSo B JSEY S DF” 0. © FOTR §30os® &) FoBodE i BB)0H%S ofobs
Sb) agen SsHErdm “CSEHS STHPs.” Lo anSoBd! S¥od® I avd BTdo Fobs
ESS5EGvTD. T D FarR) FSbo Totrs® o EISH06° 6 BITrdo SrED Srtrdotrod. ©od!
DiiEe SHEPTE ©EOSTTD, Frap SDHTYS Swbhen, S P ITRYEE S Hose Hobod ey, e
Eroe Srt. o) BHITe Forodo wfB. FPEKEE® rarars Spod 1OASE DRH $bepRo BBorHE®OB.
©oBeR SEFSEAIDS 555 A58 TOHEDS eotio D oo, © 3B Fosronsd Irgo. ©B



SHY Horgo. & Diabo w¥o SHoBBEH DAcirosYs G BOHSOBITEH erEDS oty Dhciros®
B8 Ty PISH WPITBLER dotrd. © Dy IHBE 6K © ESS%0 wip FANEFT Sotnod.
(F'Boer SoardHdrd Hotrd. RDKS 0 BRE ¥y Arotity Irros® B8 EipoRiHotrt. “SESisaE
Barars BEaRY) sy HIPHS Sgodme Wb oF iboa 4RI SPaRposes Soi DS s
BAreto 5086° afb 0 TrARHBHHS ©b BHE HHPELODETD. o8 oo, MIEr T J¢L,
©oHE" K GotuoB, EifSo dotwob, Sr(Besotron, SUBE BOELSKDot0B - SPIGBEHHH0B, TET68
sdobo Senrhdod. DHBEHS® “H TR Feh 0dRS 65 s &Ko Gotood. s DHADo Ber
s, aRE BErdorr e aotnod. s (Fke SrEre GHhabvo 39 28 dotood.

838 6o DS, IR word HS) D08 3D o8 ESomHEreD PSHE FoEKOAS,
50 eS'STHES HB IBBH D, BX BoLIAT DY) ({EroDS DadreH wosEsmo 36 biah)
R80 Drod F50 ©ol0B. © 1B FHHK) FHHAS S PTol B5rS SIS I Eelo%08.
o8 ©HTrD RIS EpirBos® SoBKON SEHPS RB HE5HE Wy atwSod HBI IHSSTRS TF
Bozgo wd. “wbdsrad $08; VLS BB Lrdp SrOp S0P ST, wiHE 0ol Do DHATHEES
o Diah DB e Sy SESERBD SSel BB, e 5D B HATFBL0.

“arde FoSyirandt Asdbss
CerBrsdicirS SREsEEEL”

Herdiio S0l edSabo, 2o od Ky, Ao ol Sohdo Tore, 055 I8 Bs808® BFIBe
3@ L% @66,3:6 SoTPoR, FrEY 2o Srd. 30 FLE dXaho. ©ben LSS Trdo o8 @Eg
Aotrd So! ol & arenid o5308" Jen Tard FEad Kot B0 &rod SomD. ©tnSod %8
DrobB wir IS @ &35 g © SoREEH Db Agd ©PRo8. FPBHES Do 8D a’:’:\)(.’)di)oé‘ Sered ?38
GASHPD o8 Poo BHHH0. ©ol S50 SP(EDD SomeD. sy FBHL sPHgHS BISEER DrosKe
DOBEIHD 0B eowd. 5P IrEol Biray riss® SASERB 5, © 4686 Kowods &8 BT,
TR SESRE 2278 Sowofood wHHod. STILE B8-S DHEILSLC €l LS THSS),.
%K 3‘)39‘) 28 (5 e Hod. FEHAS $3F) Moo K NHPE VS8 S © BS oS 20880
REBDSHOB. o8 FFEFd © SEELOED gr HowodS Do Fod JBEHOTED. FEHTDrR Fos Den
50A0DSH)BE ek aF Foldo EBIET 08,

“3S 3653 Ao Fedy I = ihemdmod BOFIDENSD... 535 B8R e BESe - 258 ﬁ‘%r.’:.;
Dﬁ‘@fbéﬁ" @l B0l &5 SPaRY) (B 3’363‘\,6065 DBBoDSEY™  “T T hermod” Jrdere
Bo508® BowohodBh. woll s 8z SEavae wgR5do T, aFNoSES Bardfsro 38, 5 &R
O, (B84, oo B8 &FH s Aogmo THTEFow, FEKS DS ISTTeh. aFH %5 63Q
e3008 B BoFBOSEHendED. o X6 sy Fped® cdosKehed rorir! erersodd
THR5S0B0DY BT HBo FTHIHOMTE - “HIoS” ©F S mgEsn, Lsros, TaD, &S, ok,
©eos®y, (©8, s, Hoow BBFD - 6D, T8, WHrSErde, (g, @gvavé, arﬁe@_:d:w) Dogersdo
sdpre S8 Iabio Sy 0D suhy HoHES SR ED ISOTK.

%8 Somrmred® 585 S Y © THEGD, 088 e af) Hokn 08 Kvf EDAROSD, shEdao
(BFsrrgeio - 15) S8:0b. DSE™ “elosrd I Sddven wiossimes (B8 FSiy Eroe S8SoSD
®YHHod. w"éﬁr:ﬁ@ﬁ 80 59, BIHPEDS grdo 0 SoED. doSodotier K:;S:)édbé, s Swedes®
ErdS B3 arEs0. ab 5558 o B0 Eree eYEEFR S St Dendd aduD8re obd el
EroRPIFS BUdS, © Dot Jevher WOJRA? B8 TR EroSKS Py oFwo HBPAETHoT? D



o B9, RoBDEPH PaSrrdes® koo ik LY, etSed Birso Sy ofod 5oy E&reso
SHY JHIY 1Y, S8’ wiod (BTEoE® Bobi Ire wEB aHB. “BF B B BbGH AIVAKHED DES
©HTEENG. DroeE (piy /Brg (B8 © FoEBFH0 & OHTEIE EwEe0HIR0B. “Blens BEd
ohE" 3 oSErso $oid SHE & HoE S8mo. LTS I ddEhe e WrsEo. Sof Hol
BEREHD HEFEol “worrtormrEiogid SErtd ®ad..” S 5088 3 S, @ P eboBuEs
83 Airdo. 0 WESIr ©old B EEHEI» ©b I, © Sigrse LPodISTH GHUDE IS HBI
Fobhe-th. o388 SO 1B (@FSoto. SEGD SHHA™, $BHED d9&mr BEsE¥ore KB DO8
o8 EIYSes S sasos’sed sy Sods SHY Hary HG.

SHY Hopen Eobl KT 579, egPE Smger SrEH. wohsHEr s KrlosE S0l
FEEDS Feyg Bowods drredTnow. D) SHEIGHIY 288 wosydssrh P H08 wHHod.

@ 05 $AIaro STgs) BORSTD. 0388 0PoBb Sl Wi KnE 555,



BIROB00
oo R, 888
WD (P06
8.8.06. (H8hg &1 Szrare

@PoseE0 HETI8 T8 Eod. KOJR WIITI0 FPenseE B,
KEHGTry TSP H0 VpapnE R Ahdoen £1808° I Toddh.
B850, sEDTWOE” HAT VLY SE Decho FHEL. HHIOH Jo°
51 ©QDOLDE0ERED.

5, S & Boden aeisEo 533(‘56@%0&. 3% erre DBNRSHOL, &
BHotos® & JIrHorr HHNGKOTEH XD BH © wiroseEos’
B30l @é&é DY & BeBen Sréren DY P ®od DHmeer Jore 53650?@
53¢ Qazad 0 @08 o080 HIBTED. FPKd HES eHLTE0 aeen
o0 S0k @ By) Dazcho FHoDoB.

8E)DTI0 So00rHS° 08 wiroseBo HABRKEY B0 é@%a%ézﬁw.

oSS0 336)135336260“30)‘)&3 8 Hoeeschore Srd&od. 8E)DTRI0 Ko
%8 & a8 HAD VAo BHED =8 aBdhen Eree S fesvralSlety
BT, wond WIPosed wad K8 & HIV TN IADgKEDY HoKEm
BABER @50, &R0 Ko 58 aBBe Eree (@EE)Erod &0
@B TR DOUTAB HRDHHEBD. ©ond wsPosed wowd K8 dDBos®
28 N8 mBen ([ER[IPD 0D ABEREHBSED 8 weals
(E°ER8 (H0ER.

w700 Kozrd EDE08° o) orred® Ducho P
DoHBos zBHost :6563&920& S)@ogﬁ*’fo& &OBEO TRO° T°8 Kwe)éoﬁjv@éa



Rench8i5us =08 85 égﬁsﬁigﬁw Vel ?Socl%st’éae) 008 ) Ssrenre KB
BEeseTroly SPodKenhErt. ©frosed wond K8 wodir wgodd),
@63&053"‘&9)& QDBNoL® B PSS E 3088 ééfo&%ﬁéa@&, OH
sSH08D =8 83 Brog)o, 2,880 $808M oHB0ERE. @08 S0
B3 oPoE08E SrdRE 38 s 3)@%_% e, 8% Seag0 s, Eééa&éo
ERER, @%{26055, @Qéﬁa 85 o3k Teeoe, 20q TYo° IS 3?5_‘;06526&
DRAEPRY) B)EE°. BEHOEE podrigo, SPtndren SrEd Sir
28 82208 T8 Grare IHE HOHEPS HFgE0 LrdFNoD oK
500585,

0580 Hg @drch HOA HHe DS dod. Jedemore
“Gon BB Eo& BB SENNELD” ) TP 008 XEI0LT® SOLTPDD.
0 E508 D Db, HOE® Jeto SERS (50 G0l EEHE NFTS DB
DG B B EHET. $ EHIWoB TS ©PHG Tobd, @
SeB0 BTSN Thore o BBIS QBTNEIS SEHoedH.
QBTGP0 5505708 eimeahrre redh&od.

TP D& 95P0PE08° @A HSensiSE Cﬁ)Ssegééacé) derodd
HBSKe it Bosss HHSD.

950808 HSSE @draHh FPESrHEo SHed 50, ord
éé&cﬁggsézbﬁé D850 Erme ©o8 Hseo. 8 ©roseod kD ORO
HB08 HYS BLHoBH. JE;Pos o TR HODOHE T, B
Qdodsgyore ‘Kw@?ofg 30BE DGR (o5 &8 (8od DoBen KVoBBHD.

‘22 oge S O TPPC w9 O P TeerC’

I35 03 orosedo ot 08 ST TS 555088 HoSBL..
BRPE ot FrHo& TN, e‘éééq)@ééom BRPE TSt wrosEosS.



660258653)@633 93 K Toer &8 2rr0Eeos® TP oS FHBED
@505°808° KoRIPEBHEB0 & By By IBTPTrchewe aes eresre
DO HODoTRE. JoH IPEr a8 BBDY 8 vy BNEDBE @y
2PEPORD S0B)eD, S0E)en 2206, P Toe SETPTCDENL 5PT°R HBHE
@adrg! $X9) 0D ©HrSol. T° eiProserrdd (@Pch@)Bo @anod @l
@°goa°c€o.

280 (255, DY, W EH S9I G, 28, odhen
asé)ﬁ:éémgdéai), B0 DoAS EEoHBHE S0LEI P50 BOA ©5PozPE0
SD)ob. 08 SO 2iTYS o BHITEE 0 ©FPosPTeR) Y Sood.
Teoderoe! Sk S @‘2’80326 BSEen, K)é&é@%’% Bt &N
©P08005E0 SHar? doerod 28 w&isro crod E'sren AT sImaw.
é@%@s 88 ©FosP80 JBO DYoL, WHHTEE Do Y I @y
odoron @ (iromrd. @)® ol ePosedo Irfme J3ole %

Qoo B KyBoed.

S°aaég ©TP0EPE0, DONE0 IQPET DHIBTY). @D V08 GoLrdir
TPOR TES0 VRow. AYPEB BN TP 6L WFPosEos EBEDH 8OKE0
EPE0AFE efrmad 08 HETIE Trod HOBIE. HI FrBT SON0BHE Y.



A NOVEL DIGITAL IMAGE PROCESSING APPROACH TO

COMPUTE RADIUS OF WIND MAXIMUM (RMAX) DURING

THE CYCLONE USING THERMAL INFRARED (TIR) DATA
FROM SATELLITES

A SHIVASALI (III B.Sc MSCs), M MANASA (III B.Sc MSCs), NIKHIL KUMAR (III B.Sc MSCs)
K KOKILA (III B.Sc MSCs), M PRASHANTH (III B.Sc MSCs), B SAI KUMAR (III B.Sc MPCs)

Dr. SAMBASIVARAO BARAGADA
Assistant Professor of Computer Science
BJR Govt Degree College

Abstract:

Tropical cyclones are the most destructive meteorological phenomena that occurs in nature. We
need a rapid estimation of cyclone to prevent the losses. In this paper we define a new digital
image processing approach to compute Radius of wind maximum (Rmax) during the cyclone
using thermal infrared (TIR) data from satellites. Rmax is the critical parameter during cyclone to
run the storm surge forecast modeling. Rmax, is the distance between the center of the cyclone eye
to nearest cold contour which should be in circular. The algorithm consists of Thresholding,
Image segmentation, feature extraction, isothermal contour generation and minimum radial
separation circles techniques. The method tested and validated with cyclones during year 2007 -
2015 in the North Indian Ocean. Resulted Rmax values are immensely correlate the model derived
values. In conclude it’s a one-step advance in cyclone forecast.

Keywords:
Cyclone, Radius of wind maximum, Isothermal contours, Thermal infrared (TIR), storm
surge, Cyclone eye.

Tropical cyclones are the most destructive natural phenomena. The impact of cyclones extends
over a wide area, with strong winds and heavy rainfall. The most damage to life and property is
not only due to winds, but from secondary events such as storm surges, flooding, landslides and
tornadoes. The estimation of tropical cyclone intensity is important for disaster prevention and
mitigation. In general, minimum sea level pressure (MSLP) or radius of maximum wind is used
as a scale of Tropical Cyclone intensity One technique, known as the Dvorak technique, uses
igital infrared images from geostationary satellites. There is great motivation to use satellite data
to remotely estimate tropical cyclone intensity. Due to advances in space technology, some
ecently deployed sensors produce uniquely different observational products [thermal infrared
(TIR)] that are not all well suited to be integrated into the Dvorak technique but may otherwise
provide useful information in determining tropical cyclone intensity. Most of the countries
around the North Indian Ocean are threatened by storm surges associated with severe tropical
cyclones. The destruction due to the storm surge flooding is a serious concern along the coastal
regions of India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Oman. Storm surges cause
heavy loss of lives and property damage to the coastal structures and losses of agriculture which



lead to annual economic losses in these countries. However, in order to determine the intensity of
cyclone and coastal flooding away from the eyewall, the estimation of radius of maximum wind
(Rmax) is needed. This can be accomplished using satellite image processing.

Objectives of Study

First step is to determine center of cyclone (eye) in automated mode from satellite generated
cloud top temperature images using image processing techniques. 2 Next, using the center of

cyclone we then estimate the radius of maximum wind (Rmax) i.e., calculate the distance between
the coldest cloud — top temperature surrounding eye and the warmest temperature in the eye.

Scope of Present work

The present work is aimed at estimating the intensity of cyclone in automated mode from cloud
top temperature using Image processing techniques such as Image thresholding, Image
segmentation, Morphological operation, feature extraction, Image Subsetting and Measurement
of circularity.

Literature Review
[11DR. S. S. HSU, “Using Infrared Satellite Image Processing to Rapidly Estimate Coastal
Flooding Induced By Tropical Cyclones”.

This paper is presented specifically for the application of image processing using satellites. From the
viewpoints of disaster management, rapid estimations of storm surges and massive coastal flooding
were needed for evacuation purposes. A modified analytical storm surge formula to predict
maximum surge was tested successfully for both hurricanes. However, this method needs to be
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[3] Jia Liu, Chuancai Liu, Boyang Wang and Danyu Qin, “A Novel algorithm for detecting
center of tropical cyclone in satellite infrared images,” International Geoscience and Remote
Sensing Symposium, IEEE Conference,2015.



This paper discusses about the algorithm for automatic detection of center of a tropical
cyclones (TC) using the infrared (IR) images from geostationary satellites. Edge detection
and density matrix are utilized to determine the center of TC.
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This paper discusses about cloud parameters such as temperature, pressure and other physical
parameters during cyclone from satellite images and relations between them.

[6] R. Gonzalez and R. Woods, Digital Image Processing, 2nd ed.Englewood Cliffs, NJ:
Prentice-Hall, 2002, p. 134.

This book presents Digital Image processing theory and techniques with basic examples to have
a good knowledge for Image processing applications.

[7] S. Chaurasia, C. M. Kishtawal, and P. K. Pal, “An objective method of cyclone center
determination from geo-stationary satellite observations,” Int. J. Remote Sens., vol. 31, no. 9,
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This paper discusses about method for tropical cyclone center determination using geostationary
satellite data is presented. The technique utilizes the elliptic symmetry of the CDO region near
the cyclone center, and a minimization procedure for center determination

[8] Neeru Jaiswal and CM Kishtawal, “Objective detection of center of tropical cyclone in

remotely sensed infrared images,” Selected Topics in Applied Earth Observations and Remote
Sensing, IEEE Journal of, vol. 6, no. 2, pp. 1031-1035, 2013.

This paper presents an objective technique to fix center of cyclone in Infrared images from
satellites by computing variance of brightness temperature and then gradient of variance values
are computed. The center is identified by finding the maximum value of a density matrix. But in
this method a center must be given initially to compute the centers for next images of cyclone.

9] Li Xiuming, Zhang Jingcai and Lui Honggi, “Determination of minimum zone circle
9 9
based on the minimum circumscribed circle”, “Measurement Science and Technology”.



This paper discusses about an algorithm for measuring the circularity using Minimum
Zone circles.

[10] S. A. Hsu and Adele Babin, “Estimating radius of maximum winds vis satellite during
hurricane lili (2002) over the Gulf of Mexico”, 2005.

This paper discusses about a new technique to estimate the radius of maximum of
cyclone using satellite data. The method does have limitations due to the lack of available
case studies and the acknowledgement of possible error in asymmetric tropical cyclones.

SIMULATION RESULTS

The proposed algorithm is being tested for the four cyclone namely sidr, phailin, Nilofar and
Chapala. The Estimated R, of the five cyclones is tabulated below

S.No/Cyclone | Year Estimated R, .,

B sdir 2007 30.16km
Phailin 2013  13.93km
Nilofar 2014  12.18km

Chapala 2015  31.48km

FUTURE SCOPE
Potential Applications
* Strom surge Forecast
* Detection of Eye for Cyclone Tracking
Future Scope
» The present algorithm can be extended to track path of cyclone and simulate entire
dynamics of it.

Students receiving Best Award from Hon. Commissioner Sir.
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The Economics department on 12-03-2020 conducted a one-day RUSA sponsored National
Seminar on “Budgeting system in federal government: 2020-2021”

The event was graced by Chief Guest, Navin Mittal, IAS, Commissioner, Collegiate and
Technical Education.
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On 23rd October 2019 twenty Students of our college attended Entrepreneurship Training by Indus Entrepreneurs at City
Government Degree College.



R~ ;
On 19th November 2019 Extension Lecture by Sri V.Nagender on 'Company Final Accounts & Profit Prior to Incorporation' took
place and Sri V.Nagender was felicitated by Staff.
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On 21st January 2020 TASK & Mahindra Pride Conducted Campus Recruitment Training to the Students of B.Com Final Year.

On 12th February 2020 Study Material is Distributed to the Students of Il Year and Il Year B.Com.
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On 4th March 2020 invited talk is arranged on UPSC Civil Services Examination by
Mr.Md.Yahya Ansariji from La Excellency.

= '

On 7th March 2020 an invited talk by Prof. B.Anand is arranged for B.A. & B.Com Students.

On 6th October 2020 an invited talk by Sri Syed Siddique from Anudip Foundation
is arranged for B.Com Students.
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BJR Government Degree College was approved as the Nodal Center (one of the five Nodal
Center Colleges of Telangana State) for implementing Virtual Labs by Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham, Kerala and Physics Department Faculty Smt. S.Radhika and Dr.S.E.Naina
Vinodini are the Nodal Coordinators for conducting Virtual Lab Experiments. Our college is
among the five colleges in Telangana State to implement this facility to the students. The
Nodal Centre Program is an exciting new venture which provides a platform for the Teachers
and Students to contribute towards future development of Virtual labs and Experiments. The
main intention of the program is to provide opportunity for the students to learn experiments
thoroughly.

TSAT PRESENTATION:
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0O.Gopala Krishna of B.Sc. Il yr MPCs participated in the ‘Student as Teacher programme
and gave a live telecast presentation on the Physics topic entitled ‘Entropy’ on 17-09-19
under the able guidance of Smt.S.Radhika.

WORKSHOP:

Institutional level Workshop was organized by Department of Physics on

“Virtual —Lab Experiments” on 04-01-2020. Dr.R.Komala from the Department Of Physics,
St. Pious Degree & PG College for Women, Nacharam, Hyderabad was Resource person.
Hands-on training sessions were conducted for the students.



FIELD TRIPS:

(Left pic) Students of B.Sc. Physical Sciences visited Department of Physics, University
College of Science, OU on 03-02-2020. Students learnt how DC Magnetron Sputtering
Equipment is used for coating thin films by Physics HOD, Prof. G. Prasad.

(Right pic) Field trip to “Bhagyanagar Electricals”, Kukatpally on 03-03-2020. The concept of
Electromagnetic induction and mutual induction applicable to the transformer was visualized.

Step-up and step-down transformers were shown.

JIGNASA 2019-20:

Smt.S.Radhika & Sri D.Devaiah supervised a team of five students for the State level
Jignasa Physics Student study Project presentation on the topic entitled “ Nano-materials-
Investigations on Preparation and Properties of various Transparent Conductive Oxide (ZnO)
Thin films” Organised by CCE, TS at Government City College on 05-02-2020.



i Fiw ,""""::-t

Students participated in the Inter-collegiate Science Quiz on 04-03-2020 at GDC,
Khairatabad on the occasion of National Science Day and secured first prize.

Students participated in the “ March for Science” meeting and rally organised by
Breakthrough Science Society on August 9th 2019
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The students also visited ICRISAT (International Crop Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics)
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artment




The Botany department has organized a One day workshop-cum-training on ‘Mushroom Cultivation - A
scope for skill and entrepreneurship development’ on 2nd April 2019.
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The Botany dept ,Eco Club in collaboration with Rotary Club Greater Hyderabad has conducted a training programme on "Eco
friendly Ganesha- training, awareness and an self-employability programme" to bring environmental consciousness and
entrepreneurship among the students.



Zoology
Department




The Zoology department along with the Botany department conducted an awareness
programme ‘Prevention of Covid-19’ on 5th March 2020, before the nation went into lockdown.
The programme was aimed to build strong awareness among students about Covid-19,
precautions to be taken, importance of face mask and other crucial information.



CORONA VIRUS
| B CLIPPINGS

BIR GDC
LIBRARY TIMINGS
03:30am - 5:00pm




Mathematics
Department




The Maths department of BJR GDC conducted National Mathematics Day on account of
Srinivasa Ramanujan Birthday. Close to 90 students attended the special lecture by Dr. E.

Chandriah, who spoke about the human calendar, addition of some consecutive numbers,
mathematical models etc.







‘“ACHIEVEMENT OF GOAL THROUGH LEARNING WITH LIBRARY RESOURCES”
- Motto of BUR GDC library

The central Library is situated on the third floor of the college. It occupies about 1200sft and can
accommodate about 50 students at a time with proper ventilation, lighting and fans. The library
is well stacked for Students & Staff with more than 20000 books, catering to the curriculum as
well as to general knowledge. There is a good collection of Magazines, Newspapers and
Journals that are being subscribed by the college library to enhance and update the knowledge
of the students. It has an internet facility available for the students to connect them to the
outside world. The Library Subscribes to E-Sodh Sindhu N-LIST consortium for higher
education institutions established by the MHRD, Government of India and maintained by

INFLIBNET Center, Ahmedabad, Gujarat. The Library is automated with KOHA Open Source
Software

Academic activities:

User Orientation Programs :
Every year an Orientation Program is arranged for the fresher’s in the month of July/August so
as to introduce them to the library collection, activities and services.

User Awareness Programs:

To increase the usage and bring awareness among the users about resources

National Library Week :

We celebrate National Library Week every year November 14TH to 20th to inculcate book
reading habits.

Book Exhibitions:

Library organizes Exhibition-cum-Sale of Books every year for the students, staff with the
purpose to develop a culture of reading among the students and to avail for them an exposure
to various kinds of books.

Field Trip:
Library organizes Field Trips to other Libraries to create awareness about the libraries and to
establish the habit of reading among the students.

Best Library User Award:

To encourage students and staff to make efficient use of the library collection and its services.
‘Best Library User Award has been constituted from the academic year 2018-2019.

Digital Library: The Library is fully automated by using KOHA Open source software



N-List:

N-List subscription to “National Library and Information Services infrastructure for Scholarly
Content (N-LIST)”. Itis an Initiative of Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD)
Under the NME-ICT now funded by UGC, as a college component under UGCINFONET Digital
Library Consortium. The Consortium subscribes to the following resources for its UGC funded
12B College/institutions. All electronic resources subscribed are available from the publishers
Website Following is the List of E-Resources. Numbers of titles with link. The site can be
accessed at http://iproxy.inflibnet.ac.in/login.
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NSS ACTIVITIES

1.International Day of Yoga:
Two NSS units Organized International Day of Yoga on 21-6-2019.Resource Person for the
programme was Dr. C. Madhusudhan Rao, Assistant professor in Sanskrit.He explained the

importance of yoga and demonstrated different yoga asanas. Students and staff participated in
the programme.




2.Essay writing on Gandhi’s Life:
Two NSS units organized an Essay writing Competition on Gandhi’s life on the eve of 150 years
of birth anniversary celebrations of Gandhiji on 8-8-2019.

3.Two Day Youth Convention at SatyaSai Nigamagamam (17/08/2019 to 18/08/19)

NSS Volunteers have attended the Youth Convention on the theme Self service to Selfless
service from 17/08/2019 to 18/08/19.

Respected shri. Colonel V Shankar inspired the youth on the topic. As a part of the program,
NSS volunteers also visited Fever hospital at Tilak nagar and extended their selfless service.

4 NSS Programme officer V.V. Mallika was felicitated on 24-9-2019 on the occasion of Golden
Jubilee Year of NSS at Osmania University in the Best NSS Programme Officers category.

5.NSS Orientation Programme

Two units organized NSS Orientation Programme on 25-9-2019. State NSS Officer Pro. Vishnu
Dev is the Chief Guest of the programme. Dr. M. Ramulu, Programme coordinator of Osmania
University is the Guest of Honour.

Vice Principal Dr. P.V Geetha Laxmi Patnaik addressed the students and motivated the students
to join NSS. Professor Vishnu Dev enlightened the students on the role of NSS in building the
nation.

Dr. Ramulu gave thought provoking speech on the importance of social service. On the same
day a tree plantation programme was organized in the campus.

6.Nutrition Awareness Programme

Two NSS units organized a Nutrition Awareness programme on 25-9-2019. The resource
person for the programme was Miss. Afia Begum, Faculty on Nutrition.She explained to
students on the topic “Importance of Balance diet and nutritious food”.

7 Volunteer service (20/10/2019)

Our NSS students went to Afzalgunj Police station to trace out 72 years aged missing
person(shri Victor garu) our students closely monitored CCtv in the police control room and
traced the missing person. Our students received appreciation from Smt. Vani Prasad IAS,
Secretary, TSPSC.

8.National Unity Day

Two NSS units organized a national unity day on the occasion of Sardar Vallabhai Patel’s birth
anniversary on 31-10-2019. Vice Principal Dr. P.V Geetha Laxmi Patnaik and Dr. Sukanya
addressed the students on the role of youth in national integration

9.Elocution and Essay writing on Integrity in Life.
Two NSS units in collaboration with the Department of Commerce organized essay writing and
elocution on Integrity in life, on 2-11-2019.



10. Haritha haram: Two NSS units organised Haritha haram program on campus on 09/01/2020.

11. Campus Cleaning: Two Nss units organised a Campus cleaning program on campus on
06/03/2020.

SPORTS ACTIVITIES

38

Osmania University
Inter College Weight Lifting Championship
Fos 9-20

A.Mahesh of B.A. 1st year won the first position in the 73 kg weight category at Osmania University



intercollegiate WeightLifting Championship 2019-20 held at L.B Stadium on17th September 2019.
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8th National Blind JUDO Championship - held at L.B.Stadium, Hyderabad. It is organized by Indian Blind
and Para Judo Association,hosted by Telangana Blind and Para Judo Association (Nov 1 to Nov 4, 2019)

. 2019.12.1015:12
o

K.Srikanth of B.Com 2nd year student of BJR ,GDC,Narayanguda won third place in 3000 metres



steeplechase at Osmania University inter collegiate athletic championship held at GMC BalaYogi
stadium,Gachibowli on 9th and 10th October 2019
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Overall team Championship in Inter College Yoga Championship for Men, Osmania University for the year
2019-20. 1st Place: BJR, Govt. Degree College, Narayanaguda. Score: 258 Points

‘._____"_,_.-J ‘ e, U = [ r
BT =B DSy S SussrereSS S0eES -BS50

N -

G eSS HF ToeS SHOoE ewiSom
ade SEDSOEHE SeeH.. DS sresen, SHeosTeses CSTresdSoe
Tmere oBiodgSoaitgow. T oheaTrESTD HFE el
Eeosg &6 Seearod® Sveate BEsE o erroaeip S
Bomwo (mceshH & Sodhod HEDnd) sgoiesS Doy
HoedS DeSgs® sy e SULESOE SmSo chegsth.
essoS HooE saVERSHIRS %S molfaie én aShS
SrEod) BFFE Soopb Didgea&dS (B 885) weassipos®
DeFgSSoetd BEes =TSO, SorE BHeeS® et esasy
DO DD OSSO, B DSOSt e S



P.Hari Krishna Naik of B.Com 1st year student Participated in the 7th International YOGA championship
2020 held at Bali, Indonasia from 11th to 14th January 2020 and won THIRD place in the Championship.

BJR Government Degree College Narayanguda, Hyderabad organized the State Level Yuvatarangam-2019
chess(PwD) Tournament on 05-02-2020 in the college campus
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BJR Government Degree College, Narayanaguda, Hyderabad organized the State Level
Yuvatarangam-2019 chess Tournament on 07-02-2020 in the college campus.

CULTURAL AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

YUVATARANGAM:

Yuvatarangam cluster level literary competition was held on 30th Jan 2020 at BJR GDC
Narayanaguda. The various competitions include Essay writing, poetry writing, story writing,

quiz, elocution, etc.
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BATHUKAMMA FLORAL FESTIVAL:

The cultural department has organized an event on account of Telangana’s floral festival,
Bathukamma on 27-09-2019. The staff and the girl students decorated the BJR premises with
beautiful, exotic flowers. The celebration manifested the eminence of nature, united spirit of the
BJR, and the audacious fervour of the staff and students.










RANGOLI COMPETITIONS:
The rich colourful traditions of the harvest festival, Sankranti, were brought to life at BJR GDC

as the festival was organised at the campus
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Activities conducted by TSKC 2019-2020

Mahindra Pride (20-01-2020 to 27-01-2020):




"Teen to Tycoon' (The Entrepreneurship Boot Camp)

Our Students and our TSKC Mentor Ms.Anusha have attended the Program at Vivekananda
Government Degree College, Vidyanagar. Mr. Yeshwanth Nag, Founder of Thick Shake
Factory, Ms.Bala Mukkamala madam, CEO of Involve Institute of Technical Training and
Dr.Radhika, Founder Wise Owl Consulting Services have guided our students in Starting a
Business, Business Plan, Concept Development of Starting a Start-up etc.

Our students attended the Global Business Foundation Skills (GBFS) on 01-01-2020:




Our students also visited the Infosys campus as a part of field trip on 07-01-2020
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THE HIGHEST
EDUCATION IS THAT
WHICH DOES NOT
MERELY GIVE US
INFORMATION BUT
MAKES OUR LIFE IN
HARMONY WITH
EXISTENCE

Rabindranath Tagore

THANKS TO ALL THE BJR STAFF AND STUDENTS
INVOLYVED IN SHAPING THIS E~-MAGAILIINE




