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/:h-anfges that were brought in someho i

' Th;ld everything the country political syste‘; ?sld;:n Elo t IUCk)." on
anﬂhliig o o, tough government minority, somehow it pushlz:?i fe O}f brining
any € hough some reservation still exist at that time, byt c-;) ey
chf{ﬂgss’ right time, brought in much more liberalizatic’:n, for m:e;t12g°the
Pollc;ould see the change the governance approach, which helped llrrf ot:II1ne
one ents to take this reforms further, employment is raining although?:
govﬂto e levels that one could really see on the rural front but wit;-n
noltlcatioﬂ and the English and §trong technical skills are being, developed
is has helped the other countries to rally on the technical and engineering,
il of the youth, by the turn of the century information technology firms are
st gainer Of the chfmge, the .budgets are very small, so the social
gending a7€ small, but with ﬂ}e agriculture output crossing the million tones
qark and the industry growing at the 5-6 % , and with it budgetary
allocation for the social spendmg_ has gone up number of schemes are
prought in t0 alleviate more than billion from below poverty line, during that
decades of 90’s much were under the consideration, but there are too many
problem 10 tackle at on go, the issues most at the top most food, as the
production increase they are being tackled to an extent and most, there other

issues which are there but not able to bring them simultaneously, it some
time.

bigg

The time seems to come by the turn of the century, with new words
coined as social inclusion and financial inclusion, which are going through
the rate of the development that is happening, the government of day trying
change millions coming out poverty, the social spending almost touched 65
% of the budgets, infrastructure is a last point to score is improving the}t
supply chains opened, the open market system and all most everything is
thanging for, but on the rural front the change though sought, is there but it
tan o way be equated with the changes that are taking place on the urban
front, if the droughts are every frequent, the mass migration which 1s
bappening is able to contain, the local works which are available are only
then there is good monsoon, otherwise they are forced to some kind of
boundeg labor, and by mid of last decade this were to change and though

there ot of quest i . vitable happen by bring in path
; questions still around but the nevita pp * dent Indit, right

“aking scheme of NREGA, for the first ever in indep i,
' work has been enshringﬁ;to a law, and when it was brought in ﬂuﬂi wads
®tlooked from point of a welfare program, but as the creation wsitiv?tf;‘
¥ Ance assets of the common man, which would enhance rural pro o
TEOVer, the specification of minimum labor standards, the ban on

of ¢ established and
Mractors, the provision for unemployment benefit #E i1l involve the

" “Mphasis laid on transparency and accountability, this W1
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. itoring mechani
o Jevel planning and created a monitorng anism tg
v ?
grassroots 1€

i
when baby is born there plenty of ]JI‘OI:Tlcm and thig
scheme , as they say hortcomings in the program imp)

. many S X . Cntaty,
exception, the;ﬁi:v :;;er s not get on with problem, but o belieye g, :
"m’?’gﬁe than billion dollars, there is Sterm 1mpact in dojng g,
spendin

. ENGRA Really Fulfils 'I:he Gap of Live} 8
paper will logkmathlzogilgwing, I will discusses various topics Jik, Iﬁld(;an
Interventlons.— ost 90’s , the employment of post-pre ?0 and the ﬁ"elihoods
ecgﬂfﬁf; par ebﬂ of MENGRA and finally conclude with focus of g topi.
g?at first I’will start with Indian economy in general.

PRE-1991 ) o
INDIAghEe(iSaE?NB;[:ay it is better, after.the India’s independence
separation, this country was left in lurch in poverty and by them most big
economies of the time were in same state post second world.war, then whey
queen fought war her colonies were there to supply, but by withdrawing frop,
these nations, these nations have no option by fallback on the economic
institutions which then newly formed, but with no structure to notion the
are not ready to spare the booty which is parked by some nations, however
only good thing of sought is its constitutions, which fairly defined fhe
process of governance, that is of course every inadequate, it required far
more, that they tried to clone from Russia, which is then hemmed with
socialist policies and but then gone with year planning, but its economy is far
better than India and more industrialized, while thinking was right, the

licy as always posed a questions,

and it

har_q for the other countries to start any company, even those left by the
Br!hsh was taken over by the Some established houses like either Tata’s or
Brilas, the banking is

ime ig Nationalization of banks, are brov p
bank which regulated from adverse .ﬁnan;l "
a part of it dye this, the populations
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W durir_lg next forty years, everything is a need and that need
dou il only importing, some trends was set with some policy changes

e 70’s and early 80’s but then they are too little and too far, though
wing ™ as introduced, with space research is gaining, but then they are
on of what needed to be done and by enc} of 90’s it has dragged into
economic crisis. It not that the whole thing that I have is an overall
decpture it however there 1s some few and far impacts there in industry
pictur® but the problem is those produced are limited and the export on these
duct is almost nil. Since ‘_they were been consumed locally, since the
p f export business is stagnant and the import are highly oriented

Jynamics O :
this way Foreign exchange reserves very precarious.

poST 90’s e .
The situation then in, India forced to bring the much needed

l economic change, although around mid-80’s there was some drive and
pushing for the reforms that they are just enough, since they are not effecting
ired change, by early 90’s they are forced for a change to bring the

the desir
economic condition to stability, although there some recommendations from

the like of world bank and IMF, they can’t be directly in consideration
henceforth, since the minority ~government can’t force these
recommendations, which are suggested as there will be a lot of resistance,
but the need of hour is somehow these recommendations need to pushed and
| good or bad they taken the political risk and what happened next is history, a
| proper strategy is applied and brought systematic changes to all that effect
. the functional economic, within three years one can S€€ the change that
. mattered and the economic shift is made, what looks like deeply entrenched
. problem with exchange reserves started to improve, on the agricultural front
the bumper harvests were is seen, the import of the basic commodities has
come down the local markets started to rejuvenate, with MSP linking with
the market demand the farmer, who has problem with selling of his produce
has gained confidence, the industry which is strained with so many problem
With licensing, has become better than the past, the employment has not
z:lly gone up, the matter fact the change is there, and by the turn of that
E Wmt“fy and enter 00’s, the technology is slowly gaining it place, where the
P i g::les have best available technical graduates, many software companies
b one Wacegfled,_mmughout that decade, though change of govenmlllent- it (;:
gove y direction, and industry grown around 8-9%, that has really ma
mments of the day to derive schemes that would help further to in bring

dOWn the X ) .
BPL levels ing i ally helped bring social security
, the spending is has really helpe ok that

Whole
g, different thing which is beyond this, but among the at 1
¢ introduced then, MNREGA is one Suc erally foun
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number of day in a yeal that really changed social beﬂef;t fOr g
dimension, of which in the following passage. A

WHAT IS MNREGA? . R
This year mark 107 anniversary since 1ts Inception a decade back

let me not get into file of merits and demer?'ts of this, I am going o o
just what this act it is and sum up  some of it dynamics of it, while | linkv&i:e
in.the conclusion how it really merited in providing the livelihgog bui

MGNREGA is an act.

In country like India, where human workforce is the major resou
in development of economy, mechanism to systematically utilize this forcey
grass oot development has been overlooked for many years sin
independence. The enactment of Mahatma Gandhi National Ru
Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA) in 2005 is indeed a significnl
development in this regard. In other words it symbolizes the achievementof
a very long civil society and people’s movement towards ensuring right o
food through ensuring right to work. ' :

The Indian Parliament passed the National: Rural Empl_ﬁﬁfmwl
Guarantee Act (MNREGA) in August 2005, which provides for a minm?
of 100 days of guaranteed employment to every rural ‘ousehold. The A
came into force in 200 of the country’s poorest districts and has later g
expanded to another 130 districts. Presently, it has been extended 10 m-m,
the whole country. MNREGA has placed a judicially enforceable Obhg;sﬂoﬂ
on the state to provide unskilled, manual work within 15 days Ofachagt's
making an application, within a radius of 5 km from the aplfolymﬂ’t
residence. Failing this, the state government is to provide an unettP
allowance. -

es ¥
. In the last few years public expenditure on social progago[rcll P
increased dramatically from Rs 9,000 billion in the Tenth P12° peer 149Pd
22,000 billion during the Eleventh Plan period with a st¢P up of 0vn spet 01;
cent. In the Eleventh Plan period nearly Rs7, 000 billion 12* dent
the 15 major flagship programmes. This shar;) increase is uoP" Ec:bu‘i 5‘“swj‘]tgb‘ia
—dih, nders how the fund flow for this level of spending s 1to sec’ e
over time. A number of legislative steps have also beer © GNRECY J

- . _ GNREY
rights of people, like the Right to Information Act, the M onSﬁt"“"“ﬂl g

Fo i . c
cotmanton s Ach, and the RTE. Thus the rfght ar? ¢ there
and many achievements have been reCOrde’/

4, but
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s like leakages and funds not reaching g

¢ targeted

¢ provisions of the act, workers ar .
Undef o for their labour t0 be paid within Sev:negsltiedﬂto a statutory
ﬂ]miﬂlum “;ﬂ 4 women are to be paid equal wages. All thege gfoe\:ig?: work is
I people”s Act”1n 8 Ko . The Act was prepared througl?ilm?ge
o consultation with people’s organizations. The Act addresses :Ntsl I:'

ﬂl}gs Oto orking pcople and. their fundamental right to life with dj e
s o empOWers ordinary people to play an active role 1?12’
lyhe otation of emploment g.uarantee schemes through Gram Sabah *i
o ory & represe.ntatlve'mlcro I'e\.rel administrative unit in three tier
it System), social audits, participatory planning and other means.
o any other law, MNREGA is an Act of the people, by the people
for the people. This Act is an important step towards the realization of
t is also expected to enhance people’s livelihoods on a

je rght 10 work. I : -
oined basis, DY developing the economic and social infrastructure in rural

e,
Construction of roads, ponds, drainage system and plantation are
where MNREGA complimented in village

oue of the popular areas
xopment. Most of the time choice of works also seeks to address the
ass of chronic poverty such as drought, forestation and soil erosion. In

my parts of the country where this act has been implemented effectively, a
hansfonnation of geography of poverty has been experienced. The potential
ftis act is quite large. In many villages of Rajasthan, this has prevented

tigeton through creating livelihood options within village structure. Not
in but also contributed 10

mﬂyl these options fetched monetary g3l
dopment of village infrastructure. Development of roads, land and Wﬂte‘f'_
shas long term impact of overall economic gro and managementg
hdepm;esoumes without harming environment. The golden d_rearnand
me}u India of people participation in shaping 1"11611' own ll\t/es

Uld be materialized through proper implernentatlon of this act.
. | -
g Thl;ACt is based on the principle of self-selection bY focusing ©
bigeg " Plan oL : then would

Bed g o DT their priority. This plan ) ~ovision
A . Cxecuted under Supel'ViSiOI'l. There are Stfonip
aud"’fﬁu y;n d accountability at all levels: for mstanC‘:; :
ey, - - 08t Office or bank as per perSOIlal accounl

a4 ic S
M documents are o be made 2V silable for public

So¢ ;
m{ltof‘au WOI‘kS has to be io-tihjfed/

107

Scanned by CamScanner



——

* INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF Mutripg -
Nagy
]

‘ , . VoLume Issug ISy, M\
: R
URAL INDIA N}
00DS AND RUR/ IA | :
L;f}llita (2008) the question of livelihoods in both oy

. . g ul.b
d complexity 11 contempora}ry fumes when the ¢, )
has reache o-liberal policies. Livelihoods have beep div:n&y h&s&f:

: t
egregated. While the advent of neO-libes;hm EN

recourse t0 neb S

ave been ‘
Icr:)alfr]ft‘:t; r};eant unemployment, poverty and inequality 10 2 large g
the population, simultaneoysly this has algo meant cr‘eatTon 0f a ney, HT‘{‘
job market with more flexible labour. This f:omplexlty'm the laby "
together with agrarian change implied changing pattern in livelihogg
in rural India. Since rural India meant more than an agrarian oy
became crucial to study the changing pattern of rural livelihoods illthem’:.
liberalization period in India. The paper is an attempt to explore the pay
of employment changes experienced in rural India through creati y
adoption of new livelihoods by the rural population. |

Byres (2002) India’s experience with rural livelihoods has b
similar to the experience in many other countries. The majority of peopki
less developed economies are still rural. The question of agrarian changetz
hence been crucial to the understanding of development of these coutis
The majority of the world population is rural, which represents 3.2 bille
people in 2005, 50.8 per cent of the total population. Rural POP*’_Mﬁ
represents 70 per cent of the world poor and 72 per cent of the populii®
the least developed countries (World Development Reports H,“T;
Development Reports). Despite the urbanization, this situation is 108"
change drastically by 2015. One of the crucial aspects of the agrant?

}I‘Shlélrl:\;g de\felopment of capitalism in agriculture in the diﬁzﬂﬂ;ﬁcﬂﬁ
X regions where capitalism i ercial agi®
1s the feature of ryrg] pitalism is developed and comm ar

1 : economies and there are also econom® d
;Jl:gllosr:;is;}’ teﬁl ancy and bondage, In both the- cases the transi? I:;:“"
the ideg ofe(si " b.e?n quite dramatic (Byres, 2002). Byres (2002) of f"'J
transfonnatione:c,nmmsm of global agrarian capital. The Ii'r"ws‘e pu¥
PIOCESS Was expo, already there in India in the post-colonial PA* g
(2002) helg g to fluid global capital in the neolibe™ fyy ¥
Complicateq 1, t;:l VW that the agrarian transformation n
Y the presence of archaic form of landlordism- y
... Camey (199 fiple
E;ilé};ifég sourcfes cg,)ma“td E’?Ones (1998). The- existence of :I:';l; :lf
: only, The ... understood by looking at differe™. g %

Simultanegy, eXisten - ories
S participatia. . c© of these multiple categ i,
Cannot pe entirely o Pation {y, p jex &

Xplaineq b mu,ltiple activities as a Comp 4 of agﬂlﬂ
wﬁ model of transformat°
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' italist farming. The transition e
marked by transformation of I;hsa:;_'?fmral deve[opment is
¢ pocessarY italist farmi : wi-teudal, semi-capitajist
ot economy to caplta. 1st farming and industrialization, As a regy]
i ess, this complex1t;; in livelihood diversification i not ;11;: of
fhe P by prosperity, but in a number of cases this diversification ;YS
!nm:cafﬂd self-exploitation by thf: poor people. The agrarian transfonnati(? :
also coincided _with food crisis in the_ country, poverty, inequality ang
wing food security. So the livelihood diversification process has been the
ival strategy of the poor people to earn the basic means of subsistence,
so explain the process of rural livelihood diversification process as
g istress driven alternative, .Laborers move in and out of the labour process
witin & particular time period. They frequently fly between two kinds of
lshour process — self-employment and hired labour. Small non-agricultural
| xcupations have come to occupy the occupational space in rural India.
Looking at occupations may not help us to understand the complexity

| ivolved in the process of survival in rural India.

Onecana

; A livelihood is comprises of incomes which can be either in cash or

' kind, this should be understood particularly in the context of India, a social
elations or an institutions that facilitate a constrain individual or a-f_amily
depends on the standards of living, those families should. be ‘in a position to
teeess to social or public services, depends on the contribution that he wasf
ible to contribute for the befit or well-being of the individual or in case 0
fmily, . _

ext of development

Ellis (1998) discussed livelihood in the cont

_ . 4 sed indicates that
et in Sub-Saharan Africa. But the definition PR 20 5o eq or

© scope of the discussion of livelihoods is beyond IEw & = o iral
"eupationa] categories. Ellis ( 1999) discussed ‘t-he du(;erz:ltgfta; bility.
qoretons and related this to flexibility, Stablhty@anmulﬁplicity and
; Ough Sustainability of - rural livelihoods throu .

b we always
Sification can be contested on the groun .

ledged
tainahet: - to be acknoWle=E"
by Wbty a5 the only criterion for the 5;‘;1111';”1;11 tiplicity of occupations 11

arese Tesearchers pointed out the in-bt - elihood diversification 15
%S in the process of economic transi

Ssent; .
*entia] component of rural transformation-

d that €
12 It is

Ellig Scoones (1993) on
Mgy (1998), Carney (1998) and 8 (108 o 0
“Ilﬂice 0 diversification is provided by the view would qlw_ays g o

- san
p"ﬂfﬂlil;l the context of economic transmon.s:;ir is th
Ilaﬂsitio .

: ) 15
¢hoice if a transition in agrar de of prod ™
@feudzﬂ, semi-caPM
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) . der semi.-
¢ the agriculture un feuda) N
wexptc}alsa:ed to the neo-liberal economic olf |

N . : Clag .
alist bondage WoS EP e mentioned research, livelihoog i o |
rding to d the access that jointly determing the lngg |

the assets, a1 chold’, and rural livelihood diversifj, |

l‘[]n |
hous atig $

ca
ag?iculture. Acco

‘ jvities
as ‘the acllVil™% = . 1 or .
: ividua ; Ujg |
gained by an ind which households construct a diverse Portfol, ;; |

process by

ocial suppo

it capabilities for survival and imprey,
The entire empirical observation of lvel in

defined as ‘the mey ;,

activities and

: iving’- : . o ; |
their §tandf1rd \EZS Tphinomenon in me'post-_hbe_rahzaftmn period. Iy dia‘]’]‘: |
gwel:glef(ilca&(;n Solicy of economic liberalization in 1991, Econon, |

ec |

ontext of rural India meanth gp}]lnlication of the ryleg i
: ian structure, which was yet to groy ;
+ eralized market to an agrarian S / : ino
gﬁ}l’l‘z?;::vf capitalist farming due to obstacles, predomu}antly in the fom ¢
inability to cross the threshold level of rent-profit portfolio.

I
|

liberalization in the ¢

Ellis (1998), Carney (1998) and Scoones (1998) after introductioy of
market forces and capitalist farming, one portfolio of threshold gradually got
replaced by another threshold. The portfolio of peasant agriculture in 4
process of transition to capitalist farming gradually got replaced by another
threshold of agrarian change that of livelihood diversification to non
agricultural occupations. To understand the nature of the new threshold, we
have to understand the process of livelihood diversification in rural India. It
LSff};tt t?hlgepz};{)flglrizd :hf:ther portfolio choices expressed by the people arein
kind of neo-liberal Eo?llé:: Se:‘.”l'uch e apuske) 1 thie peop e thmu.gh o
farmer suicides, hunger an% o In rural economy. Rural India has witnessed

> ood lnSCCUIlty dunng the same period’ whentt |

experienced rural transformaticr : P : ;
livelil.looci diversiﬁca.i:ic:uxll-mm0rl o livelihood diversification. How fa 5

questions. Paradoxica]] o8 Lot o Prosperous India is thus not left without

feudal territory 1, apitalist market and marching of capital in a s
In the followip ant prosperity and development of rural Indi*

il WINg parapry
diversificatioy, in Indg B Paper looks into the nature of rural liveliboo!

shita (290g)

indicating ast € Procesg .
el Iﬂdiaorl " agrarian transfoii livelihood  diversification is 0163-13
;:t;:ating the 1d gl:n lndicating ‘a S_tg';lon. ;rhe Pl'escnt d ay tr ansfomlaﬁ ¥
€ f a e i, y 0 . N tion
ety ‘?Fncap?f o adygpegq *feud -serrﬁig;tii:tllsigt m;fxc;l:ir;i proc
reflection eXibili. O ibera] ' o fs B
of thi Xibilizgt bonda arkels [
Ployeq entthls'new King ‘:?tlon of laboy, L'ge based on free Ton o B
8 and po, bondage Houw Ivelihood diversificatl b
“A8ricultyr, ever, the expansion 1#
al P f

. 00 B
°PPortunities and introductio” " |
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( ) ﬂterpd ses indicate the potcntloal_ productive capacity of hu
il 6 ces and 1abour upon which an alternative rural d':evelienliml
es of surplus are clearly visible bl:lt eari:

(U oul
ﬂ;‘: jus 165 uilt. The sourc :
L canm o of developmeﬂt more suited to the South countries of

i erica is to i :
4 Latin Am emerge in the coming years.

3 billion and the complex social structure and still
1d bench mark of $2/ day, history has

below the wor
t attained independence about 70 years back, all it

et

fpas ' utter povertys it has to rebuilt itself on its own, while doing
has come is a piecemeal and to top it high levels of

stage, everyone want to do something that complex
o % i has come to fore are not back by good economic condition that
pob ng for long cither it is industry or some kind of other development is

. rofoun q difﬁcultiﬁfS, the pQIicies th(:it shou}d be in place are not
i with required planning that 1s.d0ne, given this as a basis for anyone
pmeset Of conclusion are always brief.

are living ©
but by the 1

od bad, at some point it has to
equences of what it really did with our
ing at that frenetic pace, this country
e in 1991, the circumstances
with number of hungry
as to take call, where

. when that happen every
ith allied

However things moving either it is go

ke point come to foray that it 1s n
sptm need to take call, that call by virtue of economi
vih policy change which a forefront argument, slowly ev :

planned, with

lin place, by middle of that decade, things are moving as ned,
est what we S€€ today is history

Eﬂg comection at the required stage, the r :
mc%jﬁlded, with development happening at the rate of 8-9% and sometime
ngeven the double digit, what looked to drearm is reality.

Uiy smﬂl:ea.ﬁty is of spending more 0N social expenditure
ih by éﬁ/m the past is laced with insufficient budgets are 1Y " it
Vitueg of o of money is being allocated in budget Slk i samé
%, With the social and financial inclusion are peen talke
Pl h“ew social schemes derived( some ©
owever these schemes may, at some point they & ural

E"“Iating do
g down, let me not off my focus,

0n 1 :
ﬂ""‘ﬂd&d osnat}ll’uge issue for the search 0 £ bett
\egood monsoon, WMCM
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t1 ; _ ‘
meanse‘tﬁ been strllctured e{npha51s .of Stmctul'ed , ]fthe
n able to sustain by being integry apra..

water is Ol_le’ . ] can t
k n Whlch loca ethods, pefore MGNREGA Come t, .

4

N Jopmen : : Og . o
- ';1 help on the 1T mass, there are 50111:13 bits and Pieces Sy

ow this W % ed, without underlining policy, but whe, . tig
1mpleme ) dented one which hit the nerve Center W,

ece "
a unpr brought it has really transformeq theof e
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