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A Commendable Initiative for a Shift Social Change and
Empowerment
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Abstract : The present study mainly
focused on how the National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA)
which is providing employment to the
rural poor whose adult members
voluntarily to do unskilled manual works
in their respective areas, NREGA is one of
the major social policies in India after its
independence playing a crucial role
throughout the nation to bring all the
communities into one platform where the
caste is one of the major taboos in largest
democratic country in the world. The act
is not only providing employment to the
rural poor also trying for social
empowerment of the rural poor
particularly most marginalized groups in
the society like as Dalits.

Keywords : empowerment, social
cohesion, democracy, development and

self-respect.

Introduction : India is not only largest
democratic country also biggest social
taboo country in the world, where we
cannot image Caste is the one which
rapture the society in different ways and
along with caste; poverty and
unemployment are the major obstacles
for the development of the nation.
Poverty and unemployment are the major
distortions in every nation throughout
globe and all the nations like developed,
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developing and under developing are

trying to alleviate poverty since centuries

but all these some extend failure to

eradicate the poverty from its roots.

Alleviate the poverty throughout world is

the primary agenda and first goal of the

Millennium and Sustainable Development

Goals (MDGs & SDGs). Recent reports of

United Nations Organizations (UNO),

there are 836 million people are still in
extreme poverty fighting for the everyday
basic amenities and all of those one in
every five are getting less than S 1.25
income per day particularly in developing
nations. Poverty alleviation is the focus
and ultimate aim of the every welfare
state and in its policy agenda, eradication
of poverty and unemployment is the very
difficult task to policy framers.

As the world largest welfare
state India which is also a developing
nation focusing on eradication of poverty
as its primary agenda, even after more
than 50 years of Independence India still
has the world's largest number of poor
people in the country. Of its nearly one
billion inhabitants, an estimated 260.3
million are below the poverty line, of
which 193.2 million are in the rural areas
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the rural assuring  hundred days of
0

employment those who are volunte

do unskilled physical work in rural areearst'o
a financial year which leads to eradicaticjg
of poverty and also creating the durable
assets through the income for rural poor
There is no amplify in asserting NREGA i;
the only world largest employment
providing scheme for the rural poor, there
will be at least 25.33 crores of workers in
availing the 6,861 blocks
throughout the nation in a single day®.

work in

In the part of field study selected
Kalava konda panchayat to know the
performance of NREGA.

Social Transformation NREGA
programme provides the employment to
the rural poor and to unskilled labour
irrespective of caste, religion class and
region. With this agenda all registered
card holders in the scheme have to
participate in work which was allotted by
the scheme. The actual scenario in the
village filled with lot of disparities with
caste, class, religion etc. there will be
caste discrimination from the dominant
communities to the scheduled caste
people. After the launch of NREGA in the
panchayat these types of situations has
took its change to a positive in the village.
Majority of the villagers worked as they all
are poor but has not bothered about the
disparities in the communities among
them. This was the first step and success

of the programme mapping towards social
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transformation with
different

accumulating
community. People waorking
together irrespective of any social stigmas

like discrimination and exclusion.

Social Cohesion : Social Cohesion is the
set of characteristics that keep a group of
people able to function as a single unit
and it is defined as a cohesive society that
work towards the wellbeing of all its
members, fights

marginalization,

exclusion and
creates a sense of
belonging, promotes trust and proposals
to its members by the opportunity of
ascendant mobility like rising from a lower
to a higher social class or status. Social
Cohesiveness is the positive approach for
MGNREGA
type of

the inclusive  society.

programme maintains  this
atmosphere in worksites among different
community workers and also workers
from various religions. In Kalava Konda
panchayat with the progress of scheme
with different works allotted all workers
from different communities worked
together without disparities. They worked
together with sharing their problems and
happiness at the worksite. This situation
prevails not only in worksite but after the
work also they use to meet and discuss
the issues which were not happened
earlier in the village before MGNREGA
programme. Focused group discussion

respondents happily expressed their

feelings that they are very happy that they
are feeling the togetherness with the
dominant caste people which they never
dreamt in the village. They happily said
that it was only happened through NREGA
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social equity with in the scheme or
through the scheme”, he replied that
earlier there was no that much
interactions and mingling nature between
Dalits and OBC community people in the
village but through MGNREGA programme
both community people are working
together collectively in this process we
developed good relations among us and
we are continuing the same cohesive
nature. Even OBC people are also talking
and mingling with us without any
disparities, he also said that this
atmosphere is very healthy because only
by having association with NREGA

scheme,

Community Mobilization and Social
Coordination : In Indian typical caste
based society persons from different
communities assembling and working
together that too in village circumstance is
very rare and difficult task because of
various social taboos but for the first time
it was happened through the NREGA
scheme throughout the nation. In the
Panchayat also beneficiaries of the
scheme belongs to different communities
like SC, ST and OBC break those caste
barriers and worked together and sorted
out many problems of the village and
stood positive for the development of
village community. In this process village
people developed the social coordination
with in the village population. This
achievement was most inevitable and it is
only made possible through the NREGA
scheme only.
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Root Level of

Strengthening  Grass
participation is the

Democracy : Popular
very backbone of democracy and it is the
notion of Self-governance also,
decision
the

vital
because in any democracy,
making process initiates and ends with
people. In modern democracy, it rests in
the hands of the elected representatives.
introduction of the Panchayat Raj system
through  the  73rd Constitutional
Amendment is the most authoritative step
towards energizing grass-root democracy
in the history of independent India and
which offers significant  space for
approachable and participatory
governance. |t reaches out to women,
OBCs, SCs and STs with empowering

o integrate them into the

provisions t
In Kalava

mainstream political dynamics.
Konda panchayat also the power of local
institution that is Grama Panchayat was
extensive. Grama Panchayat took an
active role in finding works and appealing
to NREGA scheme by conducting Grama
Sabhas in the village. Grama Panchayat
involves in all activities of the programme
and scheme also accepting the role of
Panchayat Institution. This scenario in the
village highlighting the strengthening
process of grass root level of democracy in

the village.

Economic Development and Inclusion :
Before the MGNREGA programme the
wages for the labour work in village was
very less, it is like about Rs 70 to the male
worker and Rs 50 to the female worker
though they have done more work also
the wages are very less and wages based
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