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ABSTRACT

The number of institutions and enrollment in higher education continue their rapid growth, but the
quality of this education remains uncertain. A small number of state subsidized institutions aftract a
thin top layer of talent from each year’s cohort. High selectivity of admission to these elite institutions
provides a screen valued by potential employers. Domestic and foreign demand for the services of these
Sew thousand students has created an inflated reputation of the overall quality of India’s higher
education. The number of such graduates remains small relative to the population and the demands of
India’s economy for educated manpower. Reliable estimates of value-added by higher education,
beyond the screening value of admission to elite institutions, are needed to assess colleges and
universities, and to guide educational policy. Graduate education the seed farm of higher education
and scholarship continues in an alarming state of disarray with respect to both quality and quantity.
Pressed by budgetary constraints, the government appears to have decided on profit-oriented
privatization of higher education as the solution. Political and business classes, with significant
overlap between the two, see higher education as a source of lucrative private returns on investment.
There is little theoretical or empirical evidence that supports the prospects of success of a for-profit
model in building quality higher education. Some recent proposals hold promise of radical reform and
renovation, including regulatory restructuring. It remains unclear whether the government has the
wisdom, determination, financing, and power to push reforms past the resistance from entrenched
Saculty and from the political and business classes. It’s absolutely true that the future and overall
development of any country depends upon the fact that how educated its citizens are. Though, gaining
a professional degree is not possible for everyone due to various reasons, bur what actually matters is
the basic education. That is, one should know how to read and how to write. India has shown
significant improvement in education since 1947 until today. However, we believe that there is always
some room for improvement in every field. So let us discuss 10 ways that can help us improve our
education system. To strengthen the Indian Education System, an educational policy was adopted by
the Indian Parliament in 1968. Education was made an important and integral part of the national
development efforts. Our Government assumed full responsibility for the proper education of the
children and adults. Hence, right to primary education or elementary education is now a fundamental

right in India.

Keywords: India, economic growth, higher education, university, reforms, innovation. doctoral
programs, financing, regulation, teacher scarcity, investment

Primary education system

At the time of our Independence, majority of the children were deprived of the benefits of

primary education. Since then, India has made good progress in the field of primary education.
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abound. thereby defeating the very purpose of reducing the acute competition for college

education. In many States education is free up to the lower secondary level, and in a few states

education is free up to the higher secondary stage.

Higher education system

Higher education system in India is imparted through about 180 universities and neatly 4500
colleges. In addition there are several institutions imparting specialized knowledge and technical
skills. Since education is a State subject. The State Governments in India are free to open new
university. Grants Commission is an authority which dispenses grants to the universities.
However, its formal sanction is not necessary to open a university. Taking advantage of this
provision many State governments in India have opened a large number of universities in recent
years. The tremendous increase in the number of students and of educational institutions has
given rise to the term ‘education explosion’. No doubt, this has resulted in serious problems such
as inadequacy of financial resources and infrastructure and dilution of personal attention to the
education and character-formation of the students. Also, there is the unwanted side-effect of
enormous increase in the number of educated unemployed. However, we cannot overlook the
advantages of education explosion in India. Mere increase in the percentage of literate people
does not indicate a qualitative change in the educational standards of the people and a real

improvement in manpower resources of India. Unemployment problem in India cannot be

blamed on the availability of large masses educational people in India.

Medium of education

Uncertainty and vacillation have marked the government’s policy about the medium of education
in India. Mahatma Gandhi wanted basic education to be imparted through the mother tongue.
Our Constitution provides that facilities for primary education in mother tongue should be
provided to all Indian citizens. For this purpose. the Central Government may issue directives to
the State Governments. Thus. the requirements of linguistic minorities are attended properly.
Even before Independence, most of the students in schools had their education through the
regional language/mother tongue. The government policy in respect of the medium of education

has not changed. However, a significant increase in the number of schools — primary and
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teaching of Indian National Movement, Constant review of the syllabus and methods of .
g S ol teaching
in the light of the innovations and methods adopted in advanced countries has certainly resuited
3 J4
in improved standards. This is not to say that the average standard of teaching and average
. =
proficiency of the students has improved a lot. The general educational standard has been diluted
by decrease in the commitment of teachers and by the general decline in morality and standards
of life. In many colleges and schools examination has become a farce and real assessment of the

intellectual and other capabilities of the students is not done.
Work-oriented education system

Work-oriented education system was advocated by Mahatma Gandhi and others. However,
vocational education system in India has proved an up-hill task. The present pattern of 10+2+3
with a vocational stream has touched only the fringe of the problem. The fact is that people
resent being taught crafts and traditional occupations in the school. However, the modemn
commercial education which imparts skills in typing, shorthand, reception and the like has met
with better popular approval and demand. The core of the issue is whether education and
employment should be de-linked. Such de-linking will have the great ‘merit’ of reducing
attraction for college education. But de-linking or jobs from degrees and certificates is fraught
with unforeseen dangers. In any case employment can be provided only on the basis of certain
qualifications. If the qualifications are not to be determined by the universities and other
conventional examining bodies, the same work will have to be done by the recruiting agency or
somebody else. Besides, the scheme of not prescribing the bare minimum educational
for gradual erosion of standards necessary for different

requirement for posts will pave the way

posts. As pointed out earlier, education is not to be blamed for the widespread unemployment In

India.

I. Skill Based Learning — Schools should be allowed to provide skill based training. It can be

done best by recognizil
s. there should be provision for mobile engineering course. If someone loves
b

1g the areas of interest on any student. II someone is interested in

repairing mobile
trying hands in handicraft items, the training should be provided for the same and so on. Skill
o

based training will ensure on€ thing — Self-employment!
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4. Teachers Training — Our country has already got many training programs for tey,
need of the hour is to design a curriculum for teachers in such a way that uniformity

teaching standards all over India. Moreover, teachers should be trained in such a way th

know their rights as well as duties.
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8. Smart Classes — Though many of the Indian schools and institutes are already follows I
wing this

concept. but we should take a step where all educational institutes can be connected with

= 1 the

concept of smart classes. With the help of different audio-video devices, multimedia concept
S

and other necessary IT elements, we can make our students learn and understand in a much

better and modern way.

9. E-libraries — Introducing this concept in our education system will be of great help as anyone
will be able to access the books and required study material from anywhere with ease. Moreover,

the E-libraries can be updated quickly with new material and books.

10. Making Sports Compulsory — Last, but not the least, we should try to make sports
compulsory in our education system. This will not only help students to embrace a bright career,
but will also help our country in the long run! Moreover, this option will also generate
employment for so many talented sports persons who, due to some reason, could not further

pursue their career in sports.

Conclusion

India is facing a deep crisis in higher education, which is being masked by the success of narrow
professional schools. The veneer of the few institutions of excellence masks the reality that the
median higher education institutions in India have become incapable of producing students who
have skills and knowledge. The process neither serves a screening or signaling function nor
prepares students to be productive and responsible citizens. Consequently, students are forced to
spend more years (and, increasingly. large resources) in acquiring some sort of post-graduate
professional qualification as they desperately seek ways to signal their qualities to potential

employers. It would not be an exaggeration to say that India’s current system of higher education

is centralized, politicized and militates against producing gencral intellectual virtues. The fact

that the svstem nonetheless produces a noticeable number of high quality students has to do with

the sheer number of students and the Darwinian struggle at the high school to get admission into
the few good institutions.
The most acute weakness plaguing India’s higher education is a crisis of governance. Its mos

visible manifestation is a crisis of faculty. The generation that was inspired by a broad
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. J— ia’s case, the growth of private secto; .
without which quality cannot be improved. In India’s case,  hig,

education institutions has been the answer and, increasingly, the consumption of educy;
abroad. However, as our analysis suggests, private sector investment has beenhcoﬂﬁned‘
professional streams, bypassing the majority of students. Furthermore, it is plagued by e
governance weaknesses, raising doubts as to its ability to addresses the huge latent demang i

quality higher education in the country.

Remember, the education system of ancient India has always marked its impression all over
world. So why not achieve another milestone in education by making some more improvemers

With little effort, planning, hard-work and a positive attitude, we can definitely take o
education system to new heights!
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