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Teaching Methods of Sanskrit Language
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personality Development through Sanskrit Stories
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(The relation between teacher and student should be equal)

Role

The earliest surviving form of Sanskrit is the Rig Veda, and since
that time the language developed continuously during the first mil-
lennium B.C. With Panini, the Sanskrit language had virtually
reached its classic form, and after Panini, it developed very little
except in vocabulary. The Vedas, as we all know, are works of
great literary merit and so are the epic poems, the Mahabharata
and the Ramayana. Then in the later centuries we have Kalidasa,
who perhaps is the greatest poet that India has produced. Many
other poets after Kalidasa wrote Mahakavyas, like Kumaradasa,
Bharavi, Bhatti, Vishnu Sharma, Narayana Pandita, Bhartrhari,
Kalhan and J ayadeva. The Sanskrit theatrical tradition established
by Bhavabhuti, Bhatta Narayana, Rajasekhara were strong until
the Muslim invasions during twelfth and thirteenth centuries.
Hﬁ”ﬁ Teacher should have external and internal cleanliness—
Clean, we]] dressed, good moral values, loyal and sincere to .the
Profession, fair evaluator. “The best insurance for tomorrow is a
Jn(;b Well done today. qreIfeq = Effective expression,‘ good comqn];-
m;ffitor, 80od sense of humour “we are born with flv'e senses :
Cess’f?} Y, Ty (touch, taste, sight., smell and h::lrllslzg- a]:f% S:Z
feach People have a sixth sense, i.e., common t. kbt
°T must be charismatic to attract the students, P
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positive attitude, dedication and devotion towards his students,
should do whatever he/ she says to enable the students to follow.
¢ = Teacher should have leadership qualities, moral and phys-
ical courage to face the challenges of life, to accept the mistakeg
WA = Good memory power, knowledge about subject and go-
ciety concern, meticulous planning. &fd = Clarity of concept, com-
mand over language to write and express so that it can be passed
on to generations.

T8d = humble, polite, friendly, good team member, patience,
compassion towards students, empathy, good listener. Teacher
should be ready to walk that extra mile for the benefit of the stu-
dents.” He/ She must always be ready to give time to students.
fSTIRg = Teacher must possess spirit of research and continuously
update himself to meet the challenges of life. 31¥91RT = Enthusiasm.,

Vishnu Sharma’s aim to write Panchatantra was to build self-

confidence, positive attitude, fluency in communication, vibrant
style and an alert mind.
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AU 9 fagy THISY] TaRIRASH G*g: |

Vishnu Sharma expresses gratitude towards ancient authors like
Manu for his Manudharma Shastra, Vachaspati Shukracharya for
his Shukraniti Sara, Parashara for hjs Parashara Smriti, his son
Vyasa for his Mahabharata and other writings, Chanakya for his
Arthashastra: He planned five books according to his knowledge.
AHIRAIR SRIf qHG TR |
el TRHRADR GATIes e |

In Vishnu Sharma’s Panchatantra, the story is related in prose
but the moral is fixed in the memory by being put in verse form,
and it is natural that other didactic verses should be strewn in the

tales; such an employment of gnomic stanzas is found in the Ai-
tareya Brahmana.

VY w1y gfede T @y |
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«What is gained is often lost by folly, The monkey tricked the
crocodile into giving up what he had got” said Vishnuy Sharma,
«Tell us that story,” said the princes. Then he narrated it. (Part
[V: The Monkey and the Crocodile)

7 Ry YA = e |
RyrReggas YA Ra-af |

“Never trust the unworthy and never trust too much even the
trustworthy. The danger arising from such foolish confidence
cuts at the root of all confidence.” I have now got a new birth
and a new lease of life as it were. (Monkey)

gféra: fob 7 B UTd &ffo =1 Fswwon ey

3R Hst FOTe=iea 7 Tgraa: TRfa guy|

“A hungry man will commit any sin, a weak man will be with-
out mercy; go, friend, and tell Priyadarshana that Gangadatta
will never return to that well.” The crocodile asked, ‘What is

that story?’

The maxim embodying the truth or point of the tale stands in a
different position from the more general didactic stanza; it must
be capable of serving as an identification label, or Katha-
Samgraha-sloka, a verse that sums up the tale. It must, however,
have been natural on the basis of such stanzas to insert in the nar-
rative itself stanzas which are not maxims, but like the label, refer
definitely to the tale itself, and thus we achieve the use of
Akhyayika or narrative verses, but primarily at any rate as a minor
future. It is only slowly that the didactic fable comes to be written
Wwholly or largely in verse.

Yet another peculiarity marks the form of the fable. It was a
distinctly artistic touch to complicate and enlarge the theme, not
Merely by combining a number of fables to form a book, but to
lnterweave the fables so that the whole would become unity. This
nvolved making the characters in the fables support their maxims
by allusions to ofher fables, which they necessarily are asked to
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tell, resulting in a fable; others are normally inserted, While the
process may even be carried so far as to include in such ap inserteq
fable another inserted fable. There is, of course, nothing simple o
popular in such a form; indeed, it is highly inconvenient o prac-
tical purposes, as the thread of the main narrative may be s inter-
rupted as to render return to it difficult; it must have been the in-
vention of some definite person or persons. For models we can
only refer vaguely to the love of direct speech shown in the epics
where, if possible, the actor is made to relate his own deeds, as
does Odysseus among the Phaeacians. Nor would it be reasonabe
to doubt that those who introduced these important changes into
the form of the fable, as contrasted with the simpler form we must
presume it once had, were responsible for inventing many of the
fables which they tell. From the popular fable they may well have
borrowed a good deal in substance, but in adapting it for very def-
inite didactic ends, they must have virtually changed it. We can
support these views by wholesale alterations evidently made in the
conception of fables by the Buddhists in the Jataka book.

In view of these facts, it is clear that it is not possible to speak
of a Prakrit fable literature as being the precursor of the Pan-
chatantra. We have no reason whatever to suppose that any real
parallel to the structure of the Panchtantra ever existed, and we
cannot even say that the substance of the individual tales was cur-
rent among the people until much later, when the popularity of the
Panchtantra led to a wholesale effort to appropriate them for the
humbler ranks of society, as it happened in the case of Aesop’s
fables. We may go further and hold that the fable was far more an
independent creation in Sanskrit than the popular tale or Marchen,
which is free from the didactic aim of the fable and eXpIesses
much more directly the religious feelings of the people, their
myth-making capacity, their belief in magic in all aspects, and the
native ingenuity of humble narrators. It is in entire harmony with
this obvious distinction that Indian tradition is as positive
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regarding the Prakrit original of the great collections of Marchen
as it is silent on the existence of any Prakrit source of the Pan-

chatantra.
Clear distinctions in literature, as in everything else, are not

common in Sanskrit, and no terminology was invented by writers
on poetics to discriminate between the fable and the tale, though
as regards the tale itself some efforts were made to discriminate
the species of Katha or Akhyayika, though without success. The
stories in the several books of the Panchtantra are styled terms
themselves merely do note Akhyayika, narrative, sometimes mi-
nor narrative, Katha, conversation, story, and it was hardly possi-
ble to discriminate them seriously. Nor are in fact in the Pan-
chatantra fables, tales, and narratives of actual or possible human
events rigidly discriminated; it differs from the tales in that the
fable element with its didactic stanzas decidedly prevails over
other elements, while the tale includes the fable merely as a lesser
constituent. Both profit by this absence of rigidity, which permits
either a richer content and more elaborate development. Even so
late a work as the Hitopadesha knows how to seek variety by
blending the beast fable with Marchen and spicy narratives of hu-
man life.

UIdd e, Perarnie, o1 o - A uel- SR &R eI Afd
TSI fIe | 3 GF: TAB R dd aHITaR RITgesiRuz:,
v, SragREIeE:, truadaT: AART: HU WRGAPdr: Fid | 31
W T SR | Afm e imay  dikd
SfaaYet vafy rarfEor forer v HfrHT FRaeT TR | T T
o U IO SR S0 Wi s uftsd: |

Vishnu Sharma in his Panchatantra followed new method of
teaching to ruling family. It is new in the history of Sanskrit liter-
ature. This method is adopted in so many countries. In New Ed1.1-
Cation policy, student centric method of teaching has major role in
®ducation. In Vishnu Sharma’s stories, enemy animals can
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become friends. In the story “Mitra Labha,” the Rat wants to haye
friendship with crow. Basically these two animals are not friends
in nature, but Vishnu Sharma created such a situation in hig story,
This book portrays relations between people and castes.
Kalidasa, a great Sanskrit scholar, writes that good student

should be appreciated by the society; then teacher gets name apq
fame.

He says about the role of teacher: The purity of water can get seed
of ‘Endupu’ similarly the students can be purified by the teacher.

HISTH Al S R |
Ugre: Baea Redunfid ag: | RIKIEEa DI ERY)

He further says: Two types of teachers are available in the society;
one who is good at subject knowledge and another one is good at
teaching skills; both are useless. The teacher who is £ood in both
teaching skills and subject knowledge can be appreciated .

mmwﬁmmwmﬁm I

muﬁmgqﬁrmghmqmm@ I (eGSRt 3-8
Modern day teacher should maintain friendship with other teach-
€1s as mentioned by the Kalidasa in hjs Malavikagnimitram.
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Earth Sciences, Ayurveda, entire Environmenp

t Sciences, Mahq-
pharata and Bhagavadgita for Dharma, Artha,

Kama, Moksha.
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& A C BhaktlvedantaSwaml Prabhupada ‘
B Founder-Acharya of the Intematlonal Soc:ety for Knshna Conciousness
E By following in the footsteps of the great acharyas,one
i associates with the hamsas or paramahamsas, those
B who are completely freed from material contamination.
B : ; p s y
Indeed, by following the instructions of the acharyas one

is always freed from all material contamination and thus
one's life becomes successful, for one reaches the goal

_of life." ,,
- Srila Prabhupada in SB 7.9.18
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